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[ DEAN'S MESSAGE ]

To Our Living Legends
An update on College happenings and an invitation to connect

WE AT THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCI-
ENCES are extremely proud of our alumni. 
And proud we should be, as our alumni in-
clude Tony- and Emmy-Award winners; Pu-
litzer Prize-winning authors; accomplished 
doctors, lawyers, educators, and public ser-
vants; leading researchers; renowned jour-
nalists; owners of major corporations; and 
countless others who are leaving their marks 
on the world in ways large and small.

In thinking about the impact of our 
50,000-plus alumni, we paused over the 
summer to consider how we, as your pri-
mary connection to The University of Ala-
bama, are helping to keep you informed and 
make you feel involved with the day-to-day 
happenings of your alma mater. We sam-
pled a small group of our alumni to ask this 
very question, and with the results, we’ve 
already started to make changes.

One of those changes is in your hands: As 
you’ve likely noticed, we traded in the Colle-
gian’s former broadsheet for a magazine for-
mat in celebration of our 30th edition. This 
new format is more conducive for keeping 
the latest issue on your coffee table or sharing it with your friends, and 
with increased stories inside, there is much for you to peruse. 

Of course, you’ll still find stories featuring our students’ accom-
plishments and faculty’s groundbreaking research and innovative 
teaching, but we’re also sharing more about you and your peers. 
According to our survey, the vast majority of alumni want to read 
stories about their fellow alumni more than they want to read any-
thing else. As a result, in this issue you’ll also find articles like “Tiny 
Giant,” an alumni feature highlighting one of the first female lawyers 

to work at Shell, and “Racing in Rio,” an article about one recent 
graduate who left behind the gangs of Los Angeles in order to pursue 
a promising future in track. Additionally, you can learn how theatre 
students are transitioning to the professional world after graduation 
and read about the social and literary impact of Harper Lee. 

We hope to include more stories like these—stories of our living 
legends and legends-in-the-making—in future issues of the Collegian, 
but to do that, we need your help. Our alumni are scattered across the 
globe, living in all 50 U.S. states and in 64 foreign countries, so we 
must rely on you to share your stories with us. What have you accom-
plished? What impact have you made? How are you helping to build 

The University of Alabama’s legacy? Tell us. 
We want to hear from you, and so do your 
fellow alumni. Share your stories with us by 
mail, email, or give us a call. We want to hear 
from you, and we want you to hear from us. 

To help with this endeavor, we have 
created a new website, as.ua.edu/alumni, 
where you can share your stories, update 
your contact information, browse exclusive 
content, connect with us on social media, 
provide feedback, and find anything else 
related to UA that you may need. It is your 
one-stop-shop for alumni news and re-
sources.

And as much as we want to be a part of 
your growth—hearing about your changes, 
successes, and updates—we also want you 
to know about ours. Most recently, at the 
beginning of the fall semester, we opened a 
new wing at the Frank Moody Music Build-
ing to house the Million Dollar Band, which 
has not had a designated indoor space since 
the mid-1980s. The renovation added a 
25,000-square-foot wing with two new 
band halls, locker-room space, and practice 

rooms to support the growth of the music program. We have one 
of the premier marching bands in the nation, and we are thrilled to 
have a space that meets their needs.

Two other important changes, though seemingly small, are the 
name changes for two programs that have seen significant growth in 
recent years, the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
and the Blount Scholars Program. The former Department of Crim-
inal Justice has grown tremendously over the last 15 years. In fact, 
since 2001, the number of majors in the department has increased 

300 percent. In order to increase the prominence of the department 
within the discipline, we felt it important to differentiate between 
criminal justice, the study of legal institutional infrastructure, and 
criminology, the social and behavioral study of what causes crime. 
Renaming the department better reflects the scholarship being pro-
duced by our faculty, which includes cutting-edge research on the 
behavioral aspects of cyber attacks, and the state of the field today.  

The former Blount Undergraduate Initiative has become the 
Blount Scholars Program for two reasons: First, the phrase “Under-
graduate Initiative” was originally used because the program was an 
attempt to initiate a change in the intellectual culture at the Univer-

Our alumni are scattered across the globe, living in all 50 U.S. states and in 64 
foreign countries, so we must rely on you to share your stories with us.

Dean Robert F. Olin
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In fall 2016, 25,000 square feet were added to the Frank Moody Music Building. The new 
wing, pictured here, contains two band halls, locker rooms, and practice rooms.

sity. It’s been 17 years since that “initiation,” 
and the now established program serves in-
tellectually-oriented students from all over 
the country. Secondly, fall 2016 enrolled 
one of the largest class of Blount scholars, 
104, in the program’s history. In the con-
tinued recruiting of such students, we want 

them to know that we have an established 
tradition of attracting and graduating the 
best and brightest.

I appreciate all that you are doing to help 
us build our legacy. Please connect with us 
so that we can continue to build The Uni-
versity of Alabama’s legacy together. ■
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[ SNAPSHOTS ]

B R O A D W A Y - B O U N D
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TOGETHER WITH TONY AWARD- 
WINNING PRODUCER Margot Astra-
chan and a team of professional actors, 
dancers, directors, and choreographers, 
UA students and faculty premiered 
Broadway-bound musical The Countess 
of Storyville in February at the Marian 
Gallaway Theatre.  The production, a 
historic retelling of life in New Orleans’ 
red light district during the early 1900s, 
was one of the first professional shows 
to premiere on a university stage, and 
according to Astrachan, it has the pro-
fessional theatre world talking. 

“The theatre community is pricking 
up their ears,” Astrachan said, “because 
this is a wonderful way to develop new 
work. Everybody is saying, ‘The Uni-
versity of Alabama, really? It’s not just 
football.’”
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WHEN A TORAH SCROLL SALVAGED FROM THE HOLOCAUST 
came to the Temple Emanu-El, located just west of the Frank Moody 
Music Building, Drs. Paul Aharon and Steven Jacobs—both UA pro-
fessors and members of the local Jewish congregation—wanted to 
know more about the scroll and when it was created.

With the permission of the Westminster Synagogue in London, 
which had permanently loaned the Torah to the Tuscaloosa temple, 
their congregation decided to have the scroll radiocarbon-dated. 
Aharon, a professor in the Department of Geological Sciences, spear-
headed the project. 

“This exercise of dating the scroll would not have been possible 20 
years ago,” Aharon said. “Twenty years ago you needed about 300 grams 
of material in order to do a proper date. We only used 10 milligrams.”

Aharon and Jacobs, careful not to contaminate the samples 
or to take any more parchment than necessary from the scroll, 
snipped two small samples from the beginning and the end of 
the scroll in order to compare the samples and confirm that they 
were from the same period. 

 “Nobody had ever done this before at Westminster,” Jacobs 
said. “And the nice thing is that we guessed wrong on the dates—
way wrong.” 

Having looked at plenty of old scrolls, Jacobs, a professor in the 
Department of Religious Studies, had guessed the scroll originated in 
the mid- to late-1800s at the earliest, but when the radiocarbon tests 
came back, they conclusively revealed that the scroll wasn’t 250 years 
old; it was approximately 750 years old—making it the second-oldest, 

Ancient Artifact

complete Torah scroll on record. 
“When Paul came back with the results, we were in shock,” Jacobs 

said. “But we, in Tuscaloosa, feel deeply honored to house this scroll.” ■

FROM TOP: Drs. Paul Aharon, left, and Steven Jacobs, right, exam-
ine a Torah scroll they radiocarbon-dated. They found the scroll 
to be 750 years old, making it the second-oldest, complete Torah 
recorded. The Torah scroll is housed at the Temple Emanu-El.

[ SNAPSHOTS ]
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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
Dr. Michael Bowman, a professor in the 
Department of Chemistry, was awarded 
the International Zavoisky Award, which 
recognizes outstanding development and 
applications of paramagnetic resonance.

DISTINGUISHED FACULTY AWARD
Dr. Arunava Gupta, a professor in the 
Department of Chemistry, received the 
Burnum Distinguished Faculty Award. The 
award is given annually at the University 
to recognize and promote excellence in 
research, scholarship, and teaching.

LEGENDARY GEOSCIENTIST MEDAL
Professor emeritus Dr. Ernest A. Mancini is 
the 2016 recipient of the American Geologi-
cal Institute Marcus Milling Legendary Geo-
scientist Medal. The medal is given to a se-
nior scientist who has long-lasting, historical 
contributions to the field of Earth sciences. 

MARK TWAIN AWARD
Michael Martone, a professor of En-
glish and creative writing, was selected 

as the winner of the 2016 Mark Twain 
Award for Distinguished Contributions 
to Midwestern Literature.

NIH INVESTIGATOR HONORS
Dr. Ian McDonough, an assistant profes-
sor of psychology, was named a winner of 
the Matilda White Riley Early Stage Inves-
tigator Honors, a paper competition of the 
National Institutes of Health.

SEC FACULTY ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Seth Panitch, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Theatre and Dance, was chosen as 
the 2016 Southeastern Conference Faculty 
Achievement Award winner for The Uni-
versity of Alabama. The award provides a 
$5,000 honorarium to professors who excel 
in their teaching and are nationally or inter-
nationally recognized for their scholarship. 

TRAVELING TO RUSSIA
Dr. Diane Boyd Schultz, a professor of 
flute in the School of Music, traveled to 
Russia to perform with acclaimed Russian 
flutist Maxim Rubtsov in an ongoing col-

laboration between UA and the Russian 
National Orchestra. 

BUFORD PEACE AWARD
Dr. Ellen Griffith Spears, an associate pro-
fessor in New College and the Department 
of American Studies, is the 2016 winner of 
the Buford Peace Award. The award is given 
each year to a UA faculty member who has 
been highly involved in mediating human 
disputes, helping overcome prejudice, pro-
moting justice, and establishing peace.

NSF SENIOR AWARD
Dr. Jo Weaver, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology, received a $100,000 
National Science Foundation Senior Award 
to study food insecurity and its connection 
to mental health in Brazil, Ethiopia, and Haiti. 

WOODY GUTHRIE BOOK PRIZE
Dr. Eric Weisbard, a professor of American 
studies, was awarded the Woody Guthrie 
Book Prize for the most outstanding book in 
popular music for his book Top 40 Democra-
cy: The Rival Mainstreams of American Music.

Brandon Davis, a doctoral student, stud-
ies how people's negative interactions 
with the police can diminish political and 
community involvement.  

BRANDON DAVIS, a doctoral student in 
the Department of Political Science, re-
cently received a paid pre-doctoral fellow-
ship from Brown University to study how 
negative experiences with the criminal jus-
tice system keep people from voting—and 
hinder political involvement in general. 

While research has shown how in-
carceration negatively impacts political 
participation, Davis looks more closely 
at how second-tier experiences with the 
police—like getting pulled over, being 
verbally or physically harassed, or having 
a family member go to jail—also impact 
political involvement. 

Davis initially became interested in the 
topic in 2014 after he read the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice report on the Ferguson, 
Missouri, police department shootings. 

“I was looking at their city demograph-
ics and the makeup of the elected officials,” 
Davis said, “and I started to wonder how a 
city that was 67 percent black could have 
an almost entirely white mayoral office and 
municipal court.” 

He hypothesized that negative inter-
actions with an aggressive police force, 
which, in Ferguson, seemed to dispro-
portionately target African Americans, 
caused the minority populations of the 
community to lose trust in the system and 
feel like their votes didn’t matter. 

As he continues to analyze data from 
federal government surveys, he expects 
to see that minority communities, which 
statistically have more contact with the 
criminal justice system, will show less de-
sire to have any contact with the state—
from voting to volunteering.

Davis is the first pre-doctoral student 
Brown has accepted into its program, 
and he has been offered a position as a 
post-doc fellow once his dissertation is 
complete. 

“This is a great mentoring experience 
for Brandon,” Dr. Richard Fording, Davis’s 
UA doctoral advisor, said. “He will benefit a 
lot—and so will our department by having 
him represent our graduate program while 
he is there.” ■

Police and the Polls
Student receives Brown University's pre-doctoral fellowship

Faculty Highlights
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THE $3 MILLION BREAKTHROUGH PRIZE in fundamental physics for 2016 was divided between five international teams—including 
the Japan-based KamLAND team, which Drs. Andreas Piepke and Jerry Busenitz, UA professors of physics, collaborate with. The prize 
celebrates a series of experiments demonstrating that neutrinos—neutral subatomic particles and fundamental constituents of mat-
ter—have mass and that they change character as they travel through space. Before this work, neutrinos were believed to be massless. 
Pictured is the neutrino detector in Kamioka, Japan.

[ SNAPSHOTS ]

The Great Pringles Challenge
WHAT IS THE SHAPE OF A PRINGLES 
POTATO CHIP? According to UA pro-
fessor and chair of the Department of 
Mathematics, Dr. David Cruz-Uribe, it 
looks like a hyperbolic paraboloid. In 
fact the two look so similar that many 
math professors refer to the chip when 
describing a hyperbolic paraboloid to 
their students, but Cruz-Uribe says no 
one has gone to the trouble of actually 
proving it. 

Consequently, he turned the question 
over to his honors calculus III class and 
asked his students to create a mathematical 
description and a graphic model of the chip 
to either prove or disprove the theory. 

Cruz-Uribe gave the students six weeks 
and no help.

“The project required very careful mea-
surement of something that is difficult to 
measure,” Cruz-Uribe said. “They had to go 

from the physical object to a mathematical 
description, and then they had to convert 
that description into graphical imagery.”

In the end, he was impressed. Nearly a 
dozen students submitted their work, and 
four went as far as to create a model of 
their mathematical descriptions using the 
University’s 3D printers. 

“Pringles were designed so that they 
would nest perfectly on top of each other in 
the can,” Cruz-Uribe said while placing one 
of the 3D models on top of a real Pringles 
chip. “So, if the models are the real shape, 
then I should be able to stick an actual chip 
on top of the model, and they will fit per-
fectly together.”

A few of the models came pretty close. 
Cruz-Uribe hopes to turn the one-off, ex-
tra-credit project into a future research op-
portunity for his students and unveil, once 
and for all, the shape of the Pringle. ■
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These College of Arts and Scienc-
es faculty members retired during 
the 2015–2016 academic year. Col-
lectively, they gave more than 230 
years of service to the University. 

Paul Aharon, Geological Sciences

Stan Brodsky, Psychology

Barbara Godorecci, Italian

Maurizio Godorecci, Italian

Wei-Shen Hsia, Math

Michael Murphy, Anthropology

George Rable, History

Bev Thorn, Psychology

Bon Voyage

P R I Z E D  R E S E A R C H
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FULBRIGHT SCHOLARS
Brandon Hooks, a graduate in internation-
al studies and economics; Perrin Lowrey, a 
graduate in psychology and German; and 
Abigail Thompson, a graduate in applied 
economics and political science, each re-
ceived grants from the highly competitive 
Fulbright U.S. Student Program to teach 
and research abroad in Spain, Germany, 
and Russia respectively. Pandora White, 
a doctoral student in chemistry, received 
a Fulbright research award to investigate 
insulin signaling in rats in Poznan, Poland.

TRUMAN SCHOLARS
Dana Sweeney, a senior studying English, 
Mandarin Chinese, and social innovation 
and leadership, and Ciara Malaugh, a 
junior studying political science, French, 

and psychology, received two of the 54 
Truman Scholarships given nationwide. 
The scholars receive up to $30,000 for 
graduate study and are given priority ad-
mission and financial aid to premier grad-
uate institutions.
 
HOLLINGS SCHOLARS
Blair Morrison, a junior studying marine 
science-biology, and Kathryn Shay, a ju-
nior studying environmental science, each 
received Ernest F. Hollings Undergraduate 
Scholarships, which provide $9,500 a year 
for two years of full-time study and $7,000 
for a 10-week internship with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

PARKINSON’S FELLOWSHIP
Samuel Stanley, a senior majoring in 

microbiology, was awarded a highly com-
petitive $5,000 fellowship from the Parkin-
son’s Disease Foundation and American 
Parkinson Disease Association. The funds 
supported Stanley's summer research and 
provided for his travel to present his find-
ings at a conference.

GOOGLE FELLOWSHIP
Jessica Mendoza, a graduate  student in 
psychology, received a highly compet-
itive Google Policy Fellowship to work 
with the iKeep Safe organization over the 
summer. The $7,500 fellowship allows 
university students who are interested in 
Internet and technology policy to work 
at a host organization and contribute to 
dialogue on copyright, broadband, con-
sumer privacy, government surveillance, 
data security, and more. 

F A C U L T Y  A R T

THE BIENNIAL FACULTY ART EXHIBIT 
this past spring showcased the work of 12 
of the College's art and art history faculty 
members. More than three dozen works, 
including sculptures, photographs, paint-
ings, and more, were featured.  

“Art on display is like a book being 
opened and read,” assistant professor Gi-
ang Pham said. “With the wide array of 
different research topics, this particular 
faculty exhibit was like a library, rich with 
content.”

ABOVE: Chris Jordan, Red, Among Oth-
ers, 2015, archival pigment print from the 
photograph, 24 x 16 inches. RIGHT: Giang 
Pham, (ant)Umbra, 2016, incense, porce-
lain bowls, sweet rice, and sumi ink on rice 
paper, 72 x 45 x 54 inches.  

Student Highlights
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From Space to Surgery
Student revamps NASA technology for cardiologists

NASA’S HIGH-TECH INVENTIONS aren’t 
just for outer space. Through the NASA 
Technology Transfer Competition, UA 
students are able to take NASA patents 
and re-envision them for use on earth. 

Virginia Morgan, a senior studying neu-
roscience in New College, re-envisioned a 
panoramic lens—which NASA designed 
to measure heat distribution efficiency in 
rocket engines—and retooled it to improve 
heart surgery. 

“When doctors perform heart surgery, 
they often try to look at the walls of a heart 
valve, but their cameras only look straight 
ahead,” Morgan said. “It’s like sticking an 
ordinary lens into a garden hose and trying 
to get a good image of the hose walls; it’s 
hard to get the lens at the right angle.”

But with a panoramic lens, getting that 
image becomes a lot easier. 

Morgan’s project initially began as an 
assignment for one of her classes that al-

lows her to pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
science, technology, engineering, or math 
while earning a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration. In the class, she was 
paired with three other students to create 
a business proposal, which she presented 
first to the class and then to representa-
tives from NASA. 

The group went on to win the NASA 
Technology Transfer Competition, and 
following the win, Morgan and one of 
her partners, Cory Efird, a senior study-
ing mechanical engineering, followed 
through on their design and decided to 
pursue a licensing and patent agreement 
with NASA. The students’ design also 
came in third place at UA’s annual Edward 
K. Aldag Jr. Business Plan Competition, 
which was held earlier this year. As a part 
of that competition, they received special-
ized consulting in business development 
and $2,000 to create a prototype.  

“I’ve been talking to cardiologists to 
see if it’s something that they would actu-
ally use or like,” Morgan said. “So far they 
are really interested—which is exciting 
because, for a lot of physicians, once they 
have been trained to use a certain tool, go-
ing back to learn something new can be 
really difficult.”

Dr. Rob Morgan, the executive director 
of UA’s STEM path to the MBA program, 
says that while he doesn’t expect all of 
the students to become entrepreneurs, he 
does hope that they all come away from 
the experience better prepared to create 
innovative products.  

“Ginger’s team saw a lens for a camera 
that would allow you to take pictures of a 
360-degree panorama and wondered how 
that concept could be applied in the world 
to solve a problem,” he said. “Using the lens, 
after miniaturizing it, to view the inside of a 
cardiac vessel was a brilliant leap.” ■

[ STUDENT NEWS ]



THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA | COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 11

AT 5:30 EVERY MORNING for more than two weeks, senior Col-
lin Williams and environmental science alumnus Chris Cochrane 
woke up, disassembled their camp, and kayaked into the Black 
Warrior River. Their goal? Raise awareness of Alabama’s aquatic 
ecosystems by getting from Tuscaloosa to Mobile entirely on the 
strength of the current and their ability to paddle 341 miles.

“I’m really passionate about aquatic ecosystems,” Williams said, 
“and this trip was an attention-grabber. I thought it would be a great 
way to promote awareness and get people talking about water qual-
ity and the environment.”

On the duo’s Go Fund Me website, which has now raised more 
than $1,000 for water conservation efforts, there is a list of facts 
about Alabama’s ecosystem. Some are fun, stating that Alabama 
has the most freshwater aquatic species in the country, but others 
warn of the loss of those species. For instance, Alabama also ranks 
number two in the nation for most species lost to extinction. 

“In the end, our goal was to touch one person,” Williams said. 
“Even if our only accomplishment was to help one more person 
see the importance of water quality and aquatic ecosystems, that 
would have been enough. The donations were an added bonus.”

Williams champions awareness because he believes that preven-
tion is the key to a healthy environment.

“We have millions of gallons of water in our backyard, and I 
think it’s important to protect those resources before something goes 
wrong,” Williams said. “On the news we hear about the droughts out 
West and the water crisis in Flint, Michigan, and it seems that we 
often wait to start talking about a problem until it’s a major issue. 
But it’s a lot easier to maintain clean water than to fix polluted water.”

On May 27, after storms, heat, a lot of camping, and even detan-
gling a pelican from a fishing lure, Williams and Cochrane finally 
landed in Mobile Bay. 

“I’m a marine science and biology double major with a minor 
in geology—and I have learned a lot in my classes,” Williams said. 
“But some things are hard to truly understand until you get out-
side and really check it out. Now I know firsthand how animals 
interact and how water flows through systems. The lightbulb has 
switched on.”

Williams graduates from the University in fall 2016, after which he 

KAYAKING THE BLACK WARRIOR
Marine science student joins alum to raise
awareness of aquatic ecosystems

ABOVE: Collin Williams stands with his canoe on the bank of the 
Black Warrior River. BELOW:  While paddling the 341 miles to 
his destination in Mobile, Williams said he began to understand 
principles of biology and geology. 

will move to Alaska to work with the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration as a national 
fisheries observer in Dutch Harbor. In that position 
he will record the catch and species types of the fish 
that are caught in commercial vessels. 

“Ultimately, my professional goal is to work 
as a state fisheries biologist or as the lead scientist 
of a marine protected area,” Williams said. ”Both 
would allow me to have influence on the sustain-
able management of ecosystems and the estab-
lishment of regulations that protect them.” ■
Without the help of UA’s Cartographic Research 
Lab, Williams’ trip would not have been possible. 
Craig Remington, the director of the lab, helped 
Williams design and print custom topographic 
maps of the river from Tuscaloosa to Mobile.
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IN HIGH SCHOOL, David Dai finished ev-
ery math test first—or pretty close to it. He 
was the salutatorian and president of his 
senior class, and academia just came easy. 
But that didn’t mean that paying for college 
would be as simple.

“My parents shuck oysters for a living,” 
Dai said. “They usually work from 4 a.m. to 
2 p.m., but after the BP oil spill in 2010, their 
work has been inconsistent at best because 
of the damage done to the oyster beds.”

Knowing that he couldn’t rely on his par-
ents to send him to school, Dai, a first-gener-
ation college student, realized that he would 
have to find scholarships instead—and he did. 
Now, Dai is working on his master's degree in 
math education, but as an undergraduate, he 
received five scholarships that enabled him to 
pursue his dreams.

“In my senior year of high school, I ac-
tually set the school record for scholarship 

offers,” Dai said. “It was over $1 million—un-
fortunately I couldn’t keep it all.”

Despite the fact that Dai’s parents 
couldn’t help him pay for college, they have 
spent their whole lives trying to give Dai 
and his siblings a better life, and for that, 
Dai wants to give back—to them and to the 
small fishing community of Bayou La Batre, 
near Mobile, where he grew up.

“I want to go back to my hometown 
to teach math,” he said. “The community 
there isn’t the most affluent, but I believe 
the potential is there, and I just want to 
give back to that community.”

Specifically, Dai hopes to help the large 
Asian population in the town. As a son 
of Vietnamese immigrants, Dai grew up 
translating for his parents in his home and 
at school.

“It can be a bit awkward, especially at 
parent-teacher conferences,” he said. “But I 

feel like I can be a bridge for Asian families 
in the Mobile County education system.”

While at UA, Dai has volunteered for 
Habitat for Humanity and the St. Margaret 
Catholic Church; participated in Fresh-
man Forum; worked with Relay for Life; 
and interned with UA’s Noyce Scholars 
Program, which urges science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and mathematics majors 
to consider careers in education. He also 
worked over the summer with Tuscaloosa 
City Schools helping students with credit 
recovery and remedial math.

“It is really rewarding to see students 
succeed and be able to move on—or in 
some cases receive that final math credit 
and finally be able to graduate,” Dai said. “I 
don’t need them to succeed in upper-level 
mathematics, but I want them to be able to 
do the things that will be required of them 
in their careers.” ■

Bringing Math Education Home
First-generation college student sets eye on giving back to hometown of Bayou La Batre

[ STUDENT NEWS ]
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RACING IN RIO
Graduate competes in 2016 Olympics

WHEN FIRST-TIME OLYMPIAN and recent graduate Alex Amank-
wah moved to the United State as an eight-year-old, he said that he 
expected to see futuristic marvels like flying cars and hoverboards. 
He had grown up in a poor part of Ghana, and his mother brought 
him to Los Angeles, California, so he and his family could have a 
better life. But in L.A., Amankwah didn’t find the high-tech fantasy 
he’d dreamed of. Instead, he found a poor neighborhood full of gangs 
and violence.

“For a while, I thought being in a gang and being tough was really 
cool,” Amankwah said. “I thought it was what I wanted. But then I 
went to high school and began playing sports—and I saw a new path 
for my life.”

That new path led Amankwah from the basketball court to the 
track, where he smashed a UA school record, became a first-team All 
American, qualified for the world championships, and, most recent-
ly, competed at the 2016 summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

“When I was in high school, I actually thought track was for los-
ers,” Amankwah said. “To me, it was the sport people did when they 
couldn’t play basketball, soccer, or football.”

But after his high-school basketball coach encouraged him to join 
the track team, Amankwah realized that he was fast. Really fast. He 
learned to love the gasps of fans seeing him break records, and he loved 
seeing how hard work could push him to be a little faster each year. 

Within three months of his first race, Amankwah was the fastest 
800-meter runner in California. He went to junior college and then 
transferred to The University of Alabama, where he simultaneously 
shattered the school’s 11-year-old record and became Ghana’s fastest 
ever 800-meter indoor runner.

“The 800 is a special race because you need speed and endur-
ance,” Amankwah said. “And it is often hard to get those two in sync.”

Consequently, Amankwah trains in both long distance run-
ning and in sprinting—putting in more than 40 miles each week. 
Still, when the Olympic trials opened May 1, 2015, Amankwah 
wasn’t ready. 

He had 422 days to meet the qualifying time for the 800-meter 
dash, which was 1:46.00. But he’d never gone that fast before. Think-
ing that his qualifying run was still months away, Amankwah was 
surprised when only a day after the trials opened, he ran a personal 
best of 1:45.91 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

He had made it. And when he got the call from Ghana that he was 
on the team, he was overjoyed. 

“If had run that time even two days before, it never would have 
counted, “Amankwah said. “I was so lucky.”

In the time between the Olympic trials and the Olympics, howev-
er, Amankwah’s luck hit a dry spell. He fractured his fibula just three 
months before the Rio games, and as a result he wasn’t able to run 
for a month. He substituted his regular workout routine for biking 
exercises, but his muscles atrophied, and when he arrived in Rio, his 
fibula was still fractured. 

He still ran, but he wasn’t pleased with his time. In the first qual-
ifying heat, he was eliminated with a time of 1:50.33. Following the 
race, Amankwah went to the doctor and finally rested his leg, putting 
it in a boot and giving it time to heal properly.

“Going to the Olympics, I knew it was going to be a stretch for 
me to do well,” Amankwah said. “But I will be back, and next time 
I am going to redeem myself because I believe I am one of the top 
athletes in the world.”

Between now and the next Olympics, Amankwah is going to 
train harder than ever before, but he says he also wants to put his 
psychology degree to good use. 

“I want to start a program where I can counsel kids in poor com-
munities,” Amankwah said. “If it weren’t for my involvement in ath-
letics, I would still be interested in gangs and believe that getting a 
high school diploma was good enough. I want kids in poor commu-
nities to know that they can dream big dreams and that those dreams 
can come true—like mine did.” ■

Middle-distance runner Alex Amankwah broke an 11-year school 
record at UA before competing in the 2016 Rio Olympics. 
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I THOUGHT BEING IN A GANG 
AND BEING TOUGH WAS REALLY 

COOL. BUT THEN I WENT TO 
HIGH SCHOOL AND BEGAN 

PLAYING SPORTS—AND I SAW 
A NEW PATH FOR MY LIFE.
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Volcanic Ashfall
Geologist receives NSF grant to study volcanic lightning

WHEN VOLCANOES ERUPT, molten rock called magma is eject-
ed into the air where it cools and becomes volcanic ash—bits of 
jagged rock and glass sometimes no bigger than a few microme-
ters in diameter. But this ash isn’t like the ash leftover in a char-
coal grill or a campfire; it’s hard, and depending on where and 
how it falls, it can be deadly. 

According to Dr. Kim Genareau, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Geological Sciences, airplane pilots can’t see fine ash on 
radar, so they can fly through an ash cloud without knowing it.

“And when the ash gets into the engine, it can melt and cause 
the engine to shut down,” she said. 

The models used to predict where and how ash will fall are 
determined in part by the size and shape of ash, and Genareau 
recently hypothesized that lightning changes both. 

To learn more about the relationship between volcanic ash and 
lightning, a phenomenon that has only recently been studied in 
detail, the National Science Foundation awarded Genareau more 
than $600,000 through three grants, including a CAREER award. 

Typically, ash particles are jagged and have unusual shapes, 
but in an article published last year in Geology, Genareau discuss-
es a few microscopic sphere-shaped ash particles that showed up 
in samples she took from the 2010 eruption of Iceland’s Eyjafjal-
lajökull volcano. 

She hypothesized that these spheres were created when light-
ning struck the ash cloud and instantaneously melted the glass 

portions of the ash. Then, as the liquefied glass fell through the 
air, she theorized that it morphed into the sphere-like shapes. 

In order to test that hypothesis, Genareau will use a portion 
of her grant money to artificially strike volcanic ash with light-
ning to see if she can recreate the spheres. 

“We will put the samples in a PVC pipe, connect it to a wire, 
and launch that wire into a thunderstorm,” Genareau said.

When the lightning travels back down the wire and strikes 
the samples, Genareau expects to see changes in the ash shape.

Genareau’s research is still so new that she doesn’t know 
whether it will allow pilots to anticipate changes in ash travel—
as very little of the ash may be affected—but her research will 
allow future scholars to trace volcanic lightning in the geologic 
record for the first time.  They will be able to look at ash samples 
from unobserved volcanic eruptions and know that lightning 
occurred.  

In addition to her research, the grant also funds an outreach 
component, allowing Genareau to develop a local grade-school 
curricula on natural hazards, such as flooding and tornados. 

She also hopes to involve local high school students in her 
research by having them help run the triggered lightning exper-
iments.

“Even if they don’t go on to study volcanoes or rocks, these 
students will have experience using analytical instruments,” she 
said, “which will help them in any field.” ■

[ FACULTY NEWS ]
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TEACHING UNDERGRADS
TO PUBLISH
Peer-reviewed journal publishes
UA student essays written for class

THE VISION OF DR. JOLENE HUBBS’ 400-LEVEL WRITING 
COURSE is to take students from all kinds of majors, and, in 15 
weeks, give them a pretty good shot at being published. 

“Students always tell me that they’ve gotten good at ‘fluff ’ and 
filling the pages,” Hubbs said. “But my goal has been to get them to 
purge the fluff because no matter what they go on to do, even if it’s 
not writing literary criticism, their readers will want clear, concise 
writing.”

Knowing that models are effective tools for students, Hubbs, 
a professor in the Department of American Studies, sought out a 
journal that the students could use as a guideline for their work. 
The short, 1,100-word essays from the peer-reviewed Explicator fit 
the scope of her class perfectly. All of the essays are close readings, 
which analyze a canonized text by looking at the details of the text 
itself.

In just five semesters, seven of her students have gone on to pub-
lish their own close readings in the very journal they modeled after.

At first, the students struggled to adapt to the new, shorter style. Will 
Flowers, the most recent student to have an essay accepted for publi-
cation by The Explicator, said that he received a D on the first of his 
three essays because he didn’t have a handle on how to write in the new 
format.

“I totally bombed it,” Flowers said. “And I don’t bomb things 
very often, but she wanted us to read small and write small—and 
that was something that I’d never really done. I’d only written pa-
pers for length.”

But for the second paper, Flowers buckled down. 
“I’d write a draft of the paper, and I was consistently 200 or 300 

words over the limit,” Flowers said. “So I’d have to rework it and cut 
it back. I learned to read closer, and that definitely helped my writ-
ing—both for the course and for my business classes.”

Flowers’ second essay, written about Jonah’s Gourd Vine by Zora 
Neale Hurston, was in response to one of the articles he had read in 
class—a close reading by Shahara’tova Dente, one of Hubbs’ former stu-
dents, who had published the essay in The Explicator years earlier. Flow-
ers expanded on Dente’s analysis, and the resulting essay was accepted 
for publication earlier this year.

“Nearly half of our course reader is made of my former stu-
dents’ work,” Hubbs said, “and some day it will be filled entirely 
with University of Alabama essays.” ■

Dr. Jolene Hubbs teaches her students how to be concise but 
clear with their writing, and as a result seven of her students, 
many of them undergraduates, are already being published in an 
academic journal. 

I LEARNED TO READ CLOSER, AND THAT 
DEFINITELY HELPED MY WRITING—
BOTH FOR THE COURSE AND FOR MY 

BUSINESS CLASSES.‘‘
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STUDENTS DON’T 
RESPOND WELL TO 

MEMORIZATION, AND 
ULTIMATELY THAT’S 
NOT WHAT SCIENCE 

IS ANYWAY. SCIENCE 
IS A PROCESS OF 

QUESTIONING AND 
BEING CURIOUS.

The Next Generation of Scientists
Hands-on outreach encourages middle-school students 
to consider careers in science

WHEN DR. LAURA REED PASSED AROUND 
TWO DOZEN PHOTOS of racially and gen-
der diverse UA students to a classroom of sev-
enth graders, she asked them to choose which 
ones were scientists and which ones weren’t. 

The kids responded with comments like, 
“This person is wearing big earrings, so she 
couldn’t possibly be a scientist,” but, in re-
ality, each photo was of a member of Reed’s 
biology lab. 

“I wanted the students to recognize and 
address some of their potential stereotypes,” 
said Reed, an assistant professor in the De-
partment of Biological Sciences. “Anyone can 
be a scientist, but studies have demonstrated 
that when kids don’t see people who look like 
them in a given role or career, it is harder for 
them to envision themselves in those roles.”

For the last two years, Reed’s mission has 
been to encourage middle-school students—
particularly girls and minority students—to 
pursue careers in STEM fields, or careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and math. 
This is why every two weeks, she takes a team 
of UA students over to Tuscaloosa Magnet 
School to conduct experiments with two sev-
enth-grade biology classes.  

“Research has shown that middle school 
is the time when girls and minority students 
start to lose confidence in their abilities to do 
math and science,” Reed said. “But most out-
reach programs that I’m aware of target ele-

mentary or high school students.”
Together with her team, Reed has not only 

increased students’ confidence in the sciences, 
but she has also helped the students under-
stand how various aspects of biological pro-
cesses fit together. 

“In my own experience in middle school, 
I learned about DNA at one point and the cell 
at another point and ecology at another point, 
but I didn’t understand how they fit togeth-
er until much later,” Reed said. “I wanted to 
make those connections more apparent to 
these students.”

Consequently, Reed uses her own re-
search organism—the fruit fly—in almost 
every lesson. For the ecology component 
of the curriculum, students collected wild 
fruit flies; for the genetics portion, they pre-
dicted the traits of the organism using Pun-
nett squares; and in a lesson on DNA, they 
were asked to solve the mystery of which 
fruit fly stole a banana. Reed had “DNA ev-
idence” of the culprit fly on the banana, and 
the students were tasked with matching the 
evidence to the appropriate suspect.

“They extracted DNA from six different 
species, and they did some basic analyses and 
matched the DNA sequences to the right fly,” 
she said.

“Students don’t respond well to memori-
zation. And ultimately that’s not what science 
is anyway. Science is a process of question-

[ FACULTY NEWS ]
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ing and being curious. It is not the regurgitation of facts—at least it 
shouldn’t be.”

Growing up in a family of scientists, Reed was always curious about 
the world around her. In second grade, she gave a report about the re-
production of blackberries. In sixth grade, she categorized every plant 
that she could find on her family’s property just to know which ones 
were native and which were invasive. In high school, she took a scien-
tific illustration class that allowed her to study animals in detail in order 
to recreate them on paper. 

Not every child gets such a rich upbringing in the sciences, so her 
hope has been to cultivate that hands-on experience in the classroom. 

“It’s hard to be curious about something that you’re not exposed to,” 
she said. “But most of what I do doesn’t cost that much, and anyone 
could do it. Just put a piece of rotting fruit in a Coke bottle and let it sit 
out overnight. Fruit flies will come, and you can identify what species 
of fruit fly are in the area.”

In addition to increasing the students’ exposure to science in the 
classroom, Reed is also invested in helping young students “see them-
selves” at a university. 

Earlier this year, Reed invited the classes to tour UA’s campus on a 
field trip, during which they visited Reed’s research lab and were able 

to see the equipment she uses. They also toured a microscope facility, 
a fish room, the Alabama Museum of Natural History, and campus. 

“Despite living physically close to the University, many of them 
have not had a reason to actually be on campus unless it’s for a football 
game,” she said. “They don’t really understand what else happens here.”

After the field trip, many of the students wrote notes to Reed, 
thanking her not only for the exposure to campus but for her time in 
their classroom as well.   

One student wrote, “When you came to our school and taught us 
about fruit flies, I thought I wouldn't like it, but in the end, I ended up 
having a blast.”

Another student said, “Thank you for bringing the actual flies for 
us to study. ... I might look into a career that has science in it now that I 
know it’s not only about space and the human body.”

The students’ positive feedback was verified when, at the end of the 
school year, Reed had the class take an exit survey to see how their 
interest in science had changed. 

While 18 percent of students wanted to be scientists at the begin-
ning of the year, that percent doubled to 36 percent by the end of May.  

Reed is excited by her initial success and says she will sustain and 
enhance the program as long as she has the energy to do so. ■
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The program relies on all personnel at the nursing home—from 
the nursing assistants to nurses, recreational therapists, and physi-
cians—and each are asked to assess and record the frequency and 
quality of resident engagement in five-minute snapshots. 

“In each snapshot, the staff member goes into an area, and, 
working left to right, rates each person’s engagement,” Snow said. 
“If the resident is just watching something, we call that receiving 
only. If the resident is actually involved, then that is considered 
active engagement, and if they are staring into space, sleeping, or 
have their eyes closed, then they are not engaged.”

The staff record their findings, and then they regularly come 
together for short “huddles” to discuss what they saw. They focus 
on the positive by pinpointing when residents are most engaged 
and then try to replicate those scenarios. 

“We call this the bright-spots approach,” Snow said. “People 
don’t solve problems by focusing on failure. They develop solutions 
when they recognize and then reproduce what has gone well.”

One thing Snow hopes to see as the program rolls out is that 
staff members, who often cannot take an hour to sit and talk with 

residents about their life stories, will begin to utilize the time they 
already have with the residents to engage and grow their rela-
tionships—talking to them when they are moving them or help-
ing them eat. She says this is often done silently, not because staff 
members don’t care about the residents, but because their focus 
on physical health and safety indicators sometimes causes them 
to overlook how relationships and emotional health are absolutely 
necessary for physical health. 

Snow hopes that as staff members realize that residents’ quality 
of life can be increased through these small but frequent moments, 
they will begin to take advantage of these opportunities.

“It’s a low-level goal to shoot for,” she said. “But we think it will 
make a difference without singling people out and will start a cas-
cade of bigger changes over time.”

Reflecting the national scope of the VA, Dr. Snow partners with 
Dr. Christine Hartmann, a social work professor at the VA in Bed-
ford, Massachusetts, and a large interdisciplinary team separated 
geographically but connected by teleconferences, the VA system, 
and the University’s Alabama Research Institute on Aging. Snow 
particularly cherishes her team’s close relationships with nursing 
staff at the VAs in which they have worked. 

“Nurses are the only people who are at the nursing home, on the 
floor, 24/7, 365 days a year,” she said. “They carry a special respon-
sibility and deserve much more recognition and support.”

Snow and her team originally tested their new method in six 
nursing homes across the nation and saw positive results. Over the 
summer they created implementation guides, training videos, and 
other training materials in preparation for an anticipated nation-
al roll-out to all 135 VA community living centers in the United 
States. The materials were also tested at an additional eight nursing 
homes to assure they met the needs of staff. 

“My dream was to conduct research that directly influences and 
informs actual care,” Snow said. “And now I am.” ■

OVER THE LAST TWENTY YEARS, the quality of nursing-home 
care across the nation has changed dramatically. Residents have 
more choices over their accommodations, their food, and their 
schedules than ever before; but when Dr. Lynn Snow, an associ-
ate professor in the Department of Psychology at UA and clinical 
research psychologist at the Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, visited nursing homes throughout the country, she noticed 
the care was somewhat one-sided—focusing more on physical 
well-being than emotional well-being.

“We can count the number of pressure ulcers or the number 
of falls, and we can monitor weight and diet,” Snow said. “But it is 
harder to measure the psycho-social side of life.”

Wanting to create a way for busy nurses and staff to measure 
the emotional welfare of their residents without taking too much of 
their already limited time, Snow and her colleagues came up with 
a program that anyone could learn—and use—in just five minutes. 
And with the support of various grants from the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs, she is now helping the nation’s largest integrat-
ed health care system to enhance the emotional health of veterans 
living in these facilities.

Improving Veteran Life
Psychologist's emotional healthcare 
measure  goes national

[ FACULTY NEWS ]
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RESEARCH THAT DIRECTLY 
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By  COURTNEY CORBRIDGE   Photographs by  PORFIRIO SOLORZ ANO

BRIDGING  
THE GAP

A THEATRE PROFESSOR CELEBRATES 10 YEARS OF 
HELPING STUDENTS SUCCEED AFTER GRADUATION.
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ROWING UP, SETH PANITCH 
thought he would be a doctor 
like his father. He dreamed  
of going to medical school 
and was familiar with the 

apprenticeship-like process of residency 
that allows young professionals to apply 
their academic training in the real world. 
But when Panitch, now the director of UA’s 
acting programs, pursued theatre instead 
of medicine, he was on his own. Despite 
the classical training he received at the 
University of Washington, the professional 
theatre world was uncharted territory for 
Panitch. Two years went by before he made 
his big break in New York. 

“After graduate school, most theatre 
students are sort of dumped out into the 
world,” Panitch said. “In some respects 
actors pop out of the womb too early, and 
what they need is a bridge to connect them 
professionally and get them on their feet. I 
didn’t have that.”

Learning from his own experience and 
wanting to provide better opportunities for 
his students at UA, Panitch created the Bridge 
Project in 2006. The premise of the project 
is to give students the opportunity to be in 
a professional production with professional 
actors in a big city, so they can learn the ropes 
and make the connections they need to be 
successful after graduation. 

In the 10 years that the program has been 
operating, Panitch has already seen dozens 
of students succeed. Some have gone on to 
perform in Broadway and off-Broadway 
hits like Hamilton, Kinky Boots, and Wicked; 
others have made their names in television 
and film. The common thread, however, is that 
they all participated in the Bridge Project. 

“All of our successful students have 
participated in this program,” Panitch 
said. “And though it’s not the only reason 
they are successful, it is certainly a part 
of their success because actors need to be 
seen in New York. They need to connect 
with other actors, directors, reviewers,  
and playwrights—and this project makes 
that possible.”

Panitch’s concern for others, however, 
extends beyond his current acting students. 
The Bridge Project invites students from 
across the Department of Theatre and 
Dance to receive opportunities to put their 
training to the test. For each production, 
Panitch brings a team of UA costume, set, 
and lighting designers—and he invites 

In some respects actors pop out of the        womb too early, and  
what they need is a bridge to connect       them professionally  
and get them on their feet. I did not       have that.  —Seth Panitch

alumni to participate as well.
“We don’t forget about our students 

once they graduate,” Panitch said. “No 
other program does that. No other program 
allows alumni to take advantage of these 
opportunities. We do because we want to 
help those who have been in the industry 
for a few years get the extra push they need 
to get their careers going.”

Alumnus Matt Lewis, who played in two 
Bridge Project premieres after graduating in 
2012, has  since played in network television 
shows like Fox’s Sleepy Hollow and ABC’s  
Resurrection. Currently, he also plays in 
roughly five shows a season in many of  
Atlanta’s respected theatres. 

“It is unquestionable that my professional 

opportunities arose because of the skill 
set I acquired studying under Professor 
Panitch and performing in Bridge Project 
productions,” Lewis said. “The fact that UA 
is willing and able to support something 
like the Bridge Project is astoundingly rare. 
Most universities don’t—or can’t—provide 
the amount of financial and professional 
resources required. All involved in the 
continued support of the Bridge Project 
should be applauded.” 

Panitch says that it takes an army to make 
a program like this work, and he attributes so 
much of the program’s success to the support 
that the University has given the arts. The 
Bridge Project received its initial funding 
from UA’s Research Advisory Committee and 

G

Seth Panitch, right, 
directs a student 
during rehearsal 
for The Heiress.



theatres like Georgia’s  
Alliance and Horizon theatres.

MATT LEWIS, who performed  
in two of Panitch’s creations  
for the Bridge Project—Hell: 
Paradise Found and Here I Sit,  
Brokenhearted—now has a 

steady professional life in Atlan-
ta’s well-regarded  theatres. He 
has also performed regularly in 
the Texas Shakespeare Festival. 

THADDEUS FITZPATRICK has 
taken his theatrical skills across 
the Northeast, performing in 
Philadelphia, New York, and 

Washington D.C. His first show  
in New York, however, was 
Panitch’s Alcestis Ascending. 

MICHAEL LUWOYE didn’t just 
make it to Broadway; he’s playing 

the lead role in Hamilton—the 
new musical sensation that  

The New York Times says “is on 
track to become one of the 

biggest critical and commercial 
hits in Broadway history.” Prior 
to making it big, however, he 

first played in the Bridge Project 
production Beyond Therapy.  

Within a year of performing in 
Panitch’s Alcestis Ascending,  

NICK BURROUGHS was recruited 
as the understudy for Tony 

Award-winning Billy Porter in 
Broadway’s Kinky Boots. He also 
starred as Judas in Jesus Christ 

Superstar at Birmingham’s Virginia 
Samford Theatre and won the 

Broadway World Award for best 
local actor in a musical. 

JAKE BOYD was back in Alabama 
this summer, playing Fiyero in the 

Birmingham production of  
Wicked for the national tour. 

Before that he debuted on Broad-
way in Rock of Ages and also  

performed in The Sound of Music 
Live! with Carrie Underwood—
among other productions. His 

kick start, however, came through 
his appearance in the Bridge  

Project production of A  
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Since her time in Panitch’s Hell: 
Paradise Found, ALEXANDRA 

FICKEN has played in TV series 
like The Vampire Diaries spin-off, 

The Originals, and the HBO 
series Vice Principals. She has 

also worked in multiple regional 

THE UA BRIDGE PROJECT LEADS ITS STUDENTS TO SUCCESS.  
BELOW ARE JUST A FEW ALUMNI WHO HAVE MADE IT BIG.

In some respects actors pop out of the        womb too early, and  
what they need is a bridge to connect       them professionally  
and get them on their feet. I did not       have that.  —Seth Panitch
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the College of Arts and Sciences Leadership Board. Additionally, 
Service to Man, the only Bridge Project film which won best film at  
the American Black Film Festival this year, was made possible 
because of support from the president’s office, the provost’s office, 
the College of Arts and Sciences, the Department of Theatre and 
Dance, and many other organizations across campus. 

“My film was the only University-supported film at the 
American Black Film Festival,” Panitch said. “It’s unheard of, 
but it happens because this University has an artistic vision that 
other schools don’t.”

Panitch, who has written six of the 11 Bridge Project productions, 
isn’t stopping either. He plans to bring another Bridge Project 
production, Separate and Equal, to the stage in 2018. That show, he 
hopes, will run for an entire month in New York. 

“We want our graduate students to put Alabama’s name out in 
the lights on Broadway or Hollywood or wherever else our graduates 
go,” Panitch said, “so we’ll keep going and growing.”  

FROM BRIDGE PROJECT  
TO BROADWAY
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  ‘TIL  
 THE 
 WHEELS  
 FALL OFF

DESPITE NEAR CONSTANT PAIN AND A LIFE RESTRICTED TO A CHAIR,  
PARALYZED VETERAN SHAUN CASTLE SAYS HE WOULDN’T  

CHANGE A THING. IN FACT, THE ACCIDENT THAT ALTERED HIS LIFE HAS  
PAVED THE WAY FOR SOME OF HIS GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

By  C O U R T N E Y  C O R B R I D G E   P hoto g raph s  by  B R YA N  H E S T E R
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T
TWENTY-TWO YEAR OLD U.S. Army Sgt. Shaun 
Castle was on a training mission in Germany when 
the pulsing rounds of a Mark 19 automatic grenade 
launcher rang out unexpectedly and drastically 
changed the course of his life. 

He had been teaching a solider how to use the 
weapon, which was mounted on the top of a Hum-
vee, but the soldier fired prematurely. The Humvee 
recoiled, and, in an instant, the brush guard of the ve-
hicle slammed into Castle’s lower back—cracking two 
vertebrae, herniating three discs, and sending bone 
into his spinal cord.

Castle was paralyzed. But far from ruining his life, 
paralysis has actually paved the way for some of his 
greatest accomplishments—playing collegiate wheel-
chair basketball at The University of Alabama, meet-
ing President George W. Bush, hosting a Fox Sports 
radio show in Los Angeles, starring in a Randy Houser 
music video, and so much more.

“Of course I wish I could have my body back,” Cas-
tle said. “But these are the steps that got me here, and 
I wouldn’t change it.”

COMING TO ALABAMA
Sixteen years before Castle, a New College LifeTrack 
senior, came to UA to play adaptive sports, he dreamed 
of playing basketball at the collegiate level. He even 
had scholarships. But he also had consistent knee 
problems, which lost him his spot on the court and 
sent him into the family business, the military, instead.  

Castle’s father served in Vietnam. His grandfathers 
served in World War II at Normandy and Bastogne. 
His sister, cousins, and uncles also served. 

“I was 18 when I signed my contract,” he said. “So 
I was still really young, but I’m in a military family;   
that’s what we do.”

In his first year of service, the New York native 
met Thomas Robertson—a homegrown Alabama  
boy, who gave Castle his first taste of the Alabama- 
Auburn rivalry.

“Rob is a huge Auburn fan,” Castle said. “So the 
first year we met, I bought an Alabama hat and shirt 
just to mess with him.”

That year, UA won the Iron Bowl, and Castle 

cheered Alabama on the whole way. 
He never expected to wind up in the 
South—let alone be a part of the Crim-
son Tide. But when Castle was injured 
in 2004, his doctors told him that he 
would need to move somewhere warm 
to help keep the titanium in his spine, 
which was holding his spinal discs in 
place, at body temperature. 

Castle called up Robertson, who 
was home from the Iraq War as well, 
and decided to visit Alabama for the 
first time. He fell in love with the state 
and has been here for the last 12 years.  

FULFILLING HIS  
BASKETBALL DREAM
Castle did not immediately come to 
UA, however. Just a few years after 
moving to Alabama, Castle found him-
self back in the hospital. 

He was 30 and in good health, but 
unexpectedly, his organs began to shut 
down. He went to the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Birmingham, and 
for a while he was in danger of losing 
his life. No one seemed to know what 
was causing the shutdown until the 
doctors realized that Castle had devel-
oped an allergic reaction to pain medi-
cation—everything except Tylenol. 

For years, pain had been a daily 
struggle for Castle. Without medica-
tion, he could only be in his wheelchair 
for two to three hours at a time before 
he had to lie completely flat. 

“Whenever I play basketball, train, 
work out, or even move around, I feel 
brutal shots of pain down my right 
leg,” he said. “It’s not fun going without 

pain medicine, but it’s actually better; 
my mind is clear at all times, and I’m 
able to feel everything—the highs and 
the lows. It reminds me that I’m alive.”

While at the hospital recuperating, 
Castle met a recreational therapist who 
told him about adaptive sports for the 
first time. She explained that at the 
Lakeshore Foundation in Birming-
ham, he could play basketball, swim, 
play tennis, and do just about every-
thing that he used to love to do athlet-
ically. He decided to try it out, and he 
fell in love instantly. 

“I remember rolling into the field 
house and seeing the Olympic rings,” 
he said. “It clicked, and I knew that’s 
what I wanted.”

From that day onward, Castle  
spent six days a week—five to six 
hours a day—training at Lakeshore. 
He got better, grew stronger, and even-
tually joined the Lakeshore basketball 
team, which led to him earning a spot 
on an international team based in  
Leone, France. 

“I’m a veteran, but sports have taken 
me around the world,” Castle said. 

In total, he’s been to 37 countries.
However, Castle put his world 

travels on hold when Ford Burttram, 
a friend from his days at Lakeshore, 
was appointed head coach of the men’s 
wheelchair basketball team at UA. 
Years earlier the two had joked that 
if Burttram ever became head coach, 
Castle would come to play for him, so 
when Burttram called and offered him 
a spot on the team, Castle decided to 
leave France and return to Alabama. 

During a military 
training accident, 
Shaun Castle cracked 
two vertebrae and 
herniated three 
discs, leaving him 
paralyzed for life. 
OPPOSITE: Castle’s 
constant practice  
has paid off—his 
team played in the 
national champion-
ship game last year.



He joined the men’s wheelchair basket-
ball team, and began, for the first time, 
to live his collegiate dream. 

“Shaun brings a unique perspec-
tive to the team with his background 
as a soldier and the life experience 
that he has accumulated,” Burttram 
said. “He has blossomed as a basket-
ball player ... and he is an asset for the 
Alabama family.”

Castle is now in his final year at 
the University, and though he has ac-
complished much, he says he is most 
proud of what he has achieved at UA. 
He loves being in New College study-
ing presidential leadership, and he has 
loved playing adaptive sports in Foster 
Auditorium. Last year, the men’s team 
finished second nationwide, and Castle 
fully intends to come away victorious 
in his final season.

“When I do walk away—or more 
appropriately roll away—with my ring 
next year, I will be so unbelievably 
proud because I will know how far I 
have come and how hard I have had 

to work to attain not only my athletics, 
but my academics,” Castle said. 

AFTER UA
For the last 16 years, Castle’s life has 
been anything but predictable, and his 
future looks no different. When asked 
where he sees himself in the next 10 
years, he gave a firm, “I have no idea.”

Currently he has a job offer in Los 
Angeles to be a radio show host; some 
people have talked to him about be-
coming an actor; others have suggest-
ed that he become a congressman; he 
would love to go to the 2020 Paralym-
pic Games; and his dream is to be pres-
ident of Paralyzed Veterans of Ameri-
ca. No matter the path he takes, he says 
he will keep going. 

“My motto is ‘til the wheels fall 
off,’” Castle said. “I’m just going to 
keep going as long as I can, as hard 
as I can, and as fast as I can until the  
wheels fall off.”  

 

A LIFE  
OF SERVICE

SHAUN CASTLE NOT ONLY SERVED in the  
United States Army for four years as a 
soldier and sergeant; he also has made a 
life of service. 

Castle is the face of the National Vet-
eran’s Wheelchair Games, an annual event 
where veterans compete in 18 wheelchair 
sports; he volunteers with the Make a 
Wish Foundation; he helps in any way he 
can with Paralyzed Veterans of America; 
and he sponsors children to play sports 
who wouldn’t be able to afford it other-
wise, buying their equipment and paying 
for their entrance fees. 

Last year, Castle also introduced UA 
alumni Mike and Kathy Mouron  
to the needs of the University’s Adapted 
Athletics program, which eventually led to 
a $3 million gift commitment toward UA’s 
new Adapted Athletics facility.

“Mike Mouron and I were developing 
some promotional materials for the cot-
tages he donates to Lakeshore Veterans, 
when he offered to pay for the rest of my 
schooling,” Castle said. “I was so grateful to 
him because the VA can only pay for some 
things, but I also wanted to help out the 
boys on the team, so I asked him if I could 
talk to him about something else as well.”

After discussing the needs of Adapted 
Athletics with Castle, Mike and Kathy 
decided it was a program they wanted  
to support. 

“Six months after that conversation,  
I learned that a new arena would be built,” 
Castle said. “And that means that my  
university will be the first university in  
the country to have an adapted sports 
arena. Young students will be able  
to come here and be true athletes, which 
they deserve because they—and we— 
are true athletes.”

The new facility, which will include  
a regulation-size basketball court, work-
out equipment, and a study area for  
the athletes, is expected to be complete 
in 2018.    
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WAR STORY 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

CRAFTED BY UA PROFESSORS, PERFORMED BY UA OPERA STUDENTS,  
AND DEPICTING A PORTION OF UA’S MILITARY HISTORY, FREEDOM AND  
FIRE! A CIVIL WAR STORY IS A FULLY HOMEGROWN PRODUCTION THAT  

DRAMATIZES THE FINAL DAYS OF THE CIVIL WAR IN TUSCALOOSA. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   By  CO U R T N E Y  CO R B R I D G E   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WHEN COLONEL THOMAS M. JOHNSTON 
and the Second Michigan Cavalry arrived in 
Tuscaloosa in 1865, they carried with them or-
ders to destroy The University of Alabama—
the Confederacy’s makeshift West Point at 
the time. The war was nearly over—Johnston 
arrived only five days before the surrender 
at Appomattox—and professors like Andre  
DeLoffré pleaded for campus, especially the 
library, to be spared. But the order to burn ev-
erything remained.

Still, some structures including the Presi-
dent’s Mansion were preserved. The president’s 

wife, Louisa Frances Garland, and her story  
of bravery, riding on horseback to the rescue 
of her beloved mansion, would make Uni-
versity history. This September, the story of 
the old campus came to life in the chamber  
opera Freedom and Fire! A Civil War Story, 
created by UA professors and performed by 
UA students.

The opera was born in part thanks to Dr. 
Paul Houghtaling, director of UA’s Opera The-
atre who fell in love with Mrs. Garland’s story 
the first time he heard it. 

“I envisioned a type of Gone with the Wind 

FREEDOM AND FIRE!
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



TOP: Campus became a target during the Civil War because, in addition to being a scholastic academy, it was also 
a military training facility. Depicted above are young cadets on the Quad. BOTTOM: Due to the courage of Louisa 

Frances Garland, the University president’s wife, the President’s Mansion was saved from being burned. OPPOSITE: 
The rotunda, pictured here, housed the majority of the University’s books before it was destroyed. U
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scene with a sweeping aria and 
soaring music while a woman sang, 
‘Please, don’t burn down this house; 
this is where I raised my children;  
it is my home and my hearth,” 
Houghtaling said.

But when Houghtaling commis-
sioned Professor Robin Behn, poet 
and director of UA’s graduate pro-
gram in creative writing, to write the 
libretto and Dr. Amir Zaheri, assistant 
professor in the School of Music, to 
compose the music, the team’s vision 
for the production began to change. 

“We decided, through our re-
search, that we needed to include 
all the lives that were affected by the 
events in those last few days of the 
war,” Behn said. “For example, we 

chose to show that the drum and 
bugle corps at the University was 
composed of musicians who were 
enslaved.”

Additionally, Mrs. Garland’s aria, 
in which she implores the Union sol-
diers not to burn down the mansion, 
became a duet sung in part by Mrs. 
Garland and in part by her enslaved 
servant—each of them describing 
what their life was like in the mansion. 

Wanting to emphasize the ways 
these people not only co-existed 
but also impacted each other’s lives, 
Zaheri utilized a composition tech-
nique called counterpoint within the 
score. For each character or group of 
characters, he wrote a musical theme 
that could stand alone, but could 

ABOVE: Only four structures from UA’s original campus can still be seen today—the President’s Mansion; the Gorgas 
House, pictured above; the Little Round House; and the Astronomy Observatory. LEFT: Green Marshall Labuzan in uniform 

in 1864. The University’s original students and cadets were often young, sometimes no older than 14 years of age.

“I envisioned a type of Gone with the Wind scene with a sweeping      aria and soaring music while a woman sang, ‘Please, don’t burn  
            down this house; this is where I raised my children; it is my      home and my hearth.” —Dr. Paul Houghtaling, director of UA’s Opera Theatre

✯✯✯✯✯
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also intricately harmonize with and 
change the emotional tone of other 
characters’ themes. 

“Counterpoint is such an import-
ant part of this production,” Zaheri 
said. “It allows you to see one person’s 
perspective juxtaposed with another 
person’s perspective.”

In total, the chamber opera took 
nearly two years to be completed. Its 
final form, a series of vignettes, tells 
the stories not just of Mrs. Garland, 
but also of young, 14-year-old students 
transformed into soldiers; a Union 
soldier who allowed the University li-
brarian to save a single book from the 
flames; and a wedding amidst it all. As 
Behn said, “It dramatizes the complex-
ity of the many lives caught up in the 

last days of the Civil War.”
Houghtaling directed and pro-

duced the program from scratch, 
organizing the costume design, set 
design, casting, and performance. 
Every aspect utilized UA talent  
and showcased students of the UA 
opera program.

“Everything that I do is for the 
students,” Houghtaling said. “It’s all 
about their experience, what they’re 
going to learn, and what they are  
going to gain from it. I think the 
experience of bringing a brand-
new piece of work to life has been a 
great opportunity for them because 
they’ve had to use their own skill and 
their own musicianship to create the 
story from the ground up.”  

ABOVE: Taken in 1859, this photo shows campus as seen from the President’s Mansion just before the start of the  
Civil War. RIGHT: Professor Andre DeLoffré taught French and Spanish at the University, and when the Union soldiers 

threatened to burn the library, he pled to save it. The only book saved from the fire was a copy of the Quran.

“I envisioned a type of Gone with the Wind scene with a sweeping      aria and soaring music while a woman sang, ‘Please, don’t burn  
            down this house; this is where I raised my children; it is my      home and my hearth.” —Dr. Paul Houghtaling, director of UA’s Opera Theatre

✯✯✯✯✯
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MIRRORS  AND   MANGROVES
To better understand human aggression,  

Dr. Ryan Earley studies a tiny fish native to coastal  
mangroves. Recently, he began using mirrors  

in novel ways in his experiments, changing the way  
that scientists understand the field.

By  C O U R T N E Y  C O R B R I D G E   P hoto g raph s  by  J E F F  H A N S O N

MIRRORS  AND   MANGROVES



32 COLLEGIAN 2016

HOUGH DR. RYAN 
EARLEY has flown 
to coasts off the Ca-
ribbean Sea every 
year for the last sev-
en years, his meccas 
are not the places 
most tourists want to 

see. Instead of lying out on luxurious san-
dy beaches and swimming in crystal clear 
water, Earley spends his time knee-deep in 
the dark sulfured sludge of coastal man-
groves—looking for a tiny fighting fish.

According to Earley, the fish, known as 
the mangrove rivulus, holds some of the 
keys to understanding variation in individ-
ual human aggression and violence—one 
of society’s greatest mysteries. And with a 
groundbreaking mirror system that Ear-
ley and his doctoral student Cheng-Yu Li  
developed, the team is equipped better  
than ever to know what makes humans 
want to fight.

“Things like fish—organisms that we 
don’t normally think of as being relevant 
to humans—are actually critical because 
we can do some things experimentally  
with these animals that we cannot do with 
humans,” Earley said. “They allow us to 
probe a little further into the mechanisms 
of aggression.”

The mangrove rivulus is a particularly 
special fish because, as the only self-fertiliz-
ing, hermaphroditic vertebrate, it essentially 
makes clones of itself when it reproduces. 
Consequently, instead of having 100 indi-

vidual fish to test, Earley has 100 copies of 
a single individual—allowing him to place 
“one” fish in 100 different environments at 
the same time to see how its surroundings 
influence its aggression. 

For the last 60 years, researchers have 
used mirrors to test fish aggression be-
cause fish don’t recognize themselves in 
their reflections. The fish “fight” themselves 
without causing injury and without be-
ing influenced by another fish’s aggression  
and temperament. The problem, however,  
is that the reflection doesn’t behave like a 
real opponent.

When two fish fight each other in real 
life, they fight head to tail—chasing each 
other in circles. But in a reflection, the fish 
are always head to head.  

“That raised the question of whether 

the fish’s responses to mirrors really tell  
us something about aggression or not,”  
Earley said. 

In an article published in Animal  
Behavior, Earley debunked the decades-old, 
single-mirror method, showing various 
ways that such experiments were not rep-
resentative of a real fight. Other researchers 
have done the same. In one study conduct-
ed by researchers at Stanford, experiments 
showed that mirrored fights actually trigger 
fear centers of the brain instead of aggres-
sion centers. 

“People have called into question the  
validity of the mirror image for more than 
30 years,” Earley said. “But they still haven’t 
stopped using it.” 

Wanting to fix the problem, rather than 
simply identify it, Earley set out to create 
a new research design—and over winter 
break last year, he and his graduate student 
Cheng-Yu Li hit the mark. 

They realized that when they arranged 
two mirrors at a 90-degree angle, the re-
sulting image, looking directly into the 
corner where the two mirrors met, was a 
reflection of a reflection—positioning the 
fish and its mirrored partner head to tail in-
stead of head to head. 

 “Physics tells you that if you align mir-
rors at a 90-degree angle, you will see a dif-
ferent image than you would looking into 
a single mirror, but applying that concept 
to an animal behavior question just hasn’t 
been done,” Earley said.

When they tested the new mirror system 

in the lab, they were pleased to find that fish 
reacted naturally. Their gills flared up, and 
instead of repositioning repeatedly, trying 
to attack the tail, they immediately engaged 
in motor patterns of a traditional fight. 

“It works,” Earley said. “And it will be a 
huge change for the field.”

Though Earley’s experiments with the 
new mirror system have focused on obser-
vational behavior thus far, he and his stu-
dents plan to study the fishes’ neurological 
and hormonal reactions in the future. 

“With just one little tweak, we will be 
able to see, accurately, what goes on in the 
brain as it relates to aggressive behavior,” 
Earley said. “Whether that research will link 
directly to the human brain or not is unclear, 
but it provides us with a platform—or better 
yet a trampoline—for further research.”  

TT  

“Things like fish—organisms that we don’t normally  
think of as being relevant to humans—are actually critical 

because we can do some things experimentally  
with these animals that we cannot do with humans.”

ABOVE: In real life, fish fight head to tail, 
chasing each other in circles. Dr. Ryan 
Earley developed a new system, seen 

immediately above, for mimicking this be-
havior in experiments, changing 60 years 
of research. OPPOSITE: Graduate student 
Cheng-Yu Li records the behavior of the 

fish when they are placed in these two ex-
perimental tanks. On the left, fish respond 

to their reflections in a traditional mirror. 
On the right, fish see a reverse image of 

themselves in the apex of 90-degree-an-
gled mirrors. TOP RIGHT: Earley’s fish lab 

is filled with hundreds of containers each 
housing a clone of the mangrove rivulus. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Earley’s fish of choice lives 
in the dirty waters of coastal mangroves, 

where the upended roots of waterlogged 
trees make it difficult to traverse.
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A TINY GIANT
By  S T E P H A N I E  K I R K L A N D   P hoto g raph s  by  M AT T H E W  W O O D

THERE ARE THREE THINGS always at the tip of Pam McCollough’s 
tongue—The University of Alabama, adversity, and her mom.

In the fall, especially, the University rolls off her tongue like 
drumsticks on a snare beginning the national anthem, and rightfully 
so. Since 1984, the year she graduated from law school, it’s been her 
tradition to attend nearly every home football game, trekking from 
Houston and further to Alabama to cheer on her alma mater. The 
most home games she’s missed were those played during her two-
and-a-half-year stint in London. And even then, she made it to a few.

Adversity, for the 1979 graduate, has come mostly through her 
profession, practicing intellectual property law for a Fortune 500 oil 
company. Though she talks of adversity that happens to everybody—
not getting the job you want, losing parents and grandparents, biting 
off more than you can chew—she also talks of working in an indus-
try in which less than a quarter of her colleagues are women and, 
one of her biggest obstacles, losing her father as a 15-year-old, high 
school sophomore. She and her mom had always been close, but her 
father’s death made them best friends.

McCollough is what some might call a tiny giant—a 5-foot-2 
woman with an unassuming stature but immense tenacity and grit. 
As a senior attorney, she has survived numerous recessions and 
more layoffs than she can count, all while working for one of the 
world’s largest oil companies in the fourth-largest U.S. city. In her 32 
years at Shell, not once has the company been sued for an agreement 
she was responsible for.

THE BEGINNING OF TRADITION
But she hasn’t always been in the hustle and bustle of the city. The 

southeast Alabama native grew up in Enterprise, a town of about 
15,000. Her dad, Joe, was the assistant county engineer for Coffee 
County, where both sides of the family had lived for five generations; 

her mother, Doris, worked in the business office of Alabama Power.
Some of McCollough’s fondest and earliest memories involve 

high school football.
“I remember taking naps when I was in kindergarten so I could 

go to the Friday night high school football games with my parents 
and sister,” McCollough said. She also remembers her dad coming 
home after work on Fridays and roasting peanuts for everyone to 
take to the game that night.

McCollough’s older sister, now Brenda Dickinson, began march-
ing in the Enterprise High School band when McCollough was in 
the third grade. Although McCollough would become involved with 
a variety of school and community organizations, that she would 
follow her sister’s lead and march in the band was never a question.

McCollough’s love for the University also began early. Just as she 
entered elementary school, her cousin, Gaylon, began playing foot-
ball at The University of Alabama; cheering for the Crimson Tide 
came natural.

By the time she lost her dad, McCollough was in high school 
playing flute and marching in the band. What her sister will tell 
you—but what McCollough won’t—is that their father died on a 
Thursday in October, and McCollough marched with the band at an 
away game the next evening.

“They had to stop the bus on the way there because she got sick,” 
Dickinson said. “But it was one of those things where you just keep 
going. You don’t give up.”

McCollough, when talking about resilience in the face of adversi-
ty, references Alabama head football coach Nick Saban.

“Coach Saban talks about it all the time,” she said. “You have to 
be resilient because things aren’t always going to go well. Adversity is 
going to come, and it’s going to come in all kinds of ways. You have 
to face it.”
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Often, McCollough faced adversity 
through her faith and determination. She 
double majored in English and chemistry at 
The University of Alabama, where she also 
marched in the Million Dollar Band. Then 
she put herself through night law school at 
the University of Houston while working 
full-time as a chemist at Texaco.

Soon after McCollough finished law 
school, an opportunity arose with UA that 
she couldn’t turn down—a new program, 
now called Tide Pride, which would guar-
antee her seats at Alabama home football 
games every year. Part of her motivation was 
to support the University; her other motive, 
though, was to have an opportunity to spend 
more time with her mom. She bought two 
tickets and started flying to Alabama to see 
her mom and attend Alabama’s home foot-
ball games nearly every weekend in the fall. 

“It gave me a chance to see my mom 
and to take both of us out of our worlds to 
do something that we both enjoyed doing,” 
says the charter Tide Pride member.

But she rarely flew to the games’ near-
est airport; rather, she often flew to Dothan, 
nearly four hours away, so that she could 
meet her mom and drive with her to and 
from the games. She didn’t want her mom 
to have to drive too far by herself.

With the exception of a handful of games, 
McCollough has been to nearly every home 
game since she bought her first set of tickets.

“I often tell people that I remember the 
4-and-7 season,” she said. “I attended the 
games then just like I do now. I wasn’t com-
ing because we won all the time—or even 
most of the time.”

When her mom died in 2006, she be-
gan inviting her sister, niece, nephews, and 
friends to attend the games with her, but 
not without carefully considering who her 
guests might root for.

“She doesn’t want anyone sitting in her 

Alabama seats who is not pulling for Ala-
bama,” said Dickinson, who attended grad-
uate school at Auburn. “I go with her to a lot 
of games, but if I want to go to an Auburn 
game, I’m on my own.”

The same is true for Dickinson’s two 
sons, who graduated from Texas A&M.

“She’s very strict about that—she will 
not let my boys or their wives go with her to 

an Alabama-Aggie game, so she’ll take my 
son-in-law, who went to Texas Tech, or my 
daughter, who went to Lipscomb,” Dickinson 
said. “She is a very, very loyal Alabama fan.”

WORKING AT SHELL
Shell hired McCollough in 1984 sev-

eral weeks before she learned that she had 
passed the bar exam.

“In those days it took months to get your 
bar exam results,” she said. “You took the bar 
exam in July, and you didn’t find out until 
late October whether or not you passed. I 
sweated bullets for about two to three weeks 
wondering what would happen with my new 
job if I didn’t pass the bar exam, but I did.”

At the beginning of her career, McCo-
llough primarily secured U.S. patents on 
chemical inventions made by Shell’s re-
searchers inside and outside the United 
States. Her role soon expanded to drafting 
and negotiating intellectual property-relat-
ed agreements, advising on disputes, and 
giving intellectual property legal opinions 
in support of various Shell businesses.

While McCollough doesn’t work in 
a courtroom, she often helps determine 
Shell’s response when the company be-
comes involved in an intellectual proper-
ty-related legal dispute.

What McCollough enjoys most is pro-
viding legal advice that helps Shell succeed.

“My client is the corporation, not the in-
dividual sitting across the table from me,” she 
said. “People don’t always appreciate that, but 
at the end of the day, I’m there to try to make 
sure that Shell accomplishes its business 
goals and avoids unnecessary lawsuits.”

But that has also been hard at times—
dealing with people who are more con-
cerned about their short-term goals than 
they are about the future of the company.

“It’s my job to give good legal advice,” 
she said. “It’s about doing and encouraging 

others to do the right thing for Shell, re-
gardless of the circumstances.”

Being a woman has been equally tough. 
When she started at Shell, there were very 
few women in her department.

“When I was in my mid-20s, it seemed 
as if no one wanted to listen to my advice 
because they thought, ‘Who is this wom-
an and why should I listen to her?’ And of 

course I’m not physically imposing,” she 
says with a laugh. In fact, on interview day 
at Shell, she was asked the question: Do you 
think you’re tough enough to do this job?

“My answer to the question on interview 
day is the same one I’d give today,” she said. 
“I want to be tough enough to accomplish 
the task at hand, but hopefully not tougher 
than I need to be.

“As a female, if you show passion about 
your work and the advice you are giving, 
it just comes across differently. It has got-
ten better with time, so I don’t think about 
it much anymore unless someone asks me 
about it. It’s another of those things that you 
just deal with and move on.”

LIFE IN HOUSTON
Today, in Houston, McCollough lives 

just a few miles away from her sister and 
brother-in-law and spends much of her time 
with the Dickinsons and their three children 
and five grandchildren. Dickinson said Aunt 
Pam is always doing something special for 
her four great nieces and her great nephew.

“My granddaughter has started playing 
soccer this year, and my grandson plays 
t-ball, coach-pitch baseball, and flag foot-
ball,” she said. “And Aunt Pam makes it to 
their games if she’s in town.”

The sisters, when they don’t see each 
other at church or ball games, meet for 
breakfast, shop, and accompany one anoth-
er to wedding and baby showers and other 
church activities.

Despite having won several compa-
ny recognition awards for projects she’s 
worked on, McCollough says one of her 
greatest accomplishments was working 
with a team that sold 40 percent of Shell’s 
chemicals businesses a number of years ago.

“That was such a large project, and we 
were able to minimize intellectual proper-
ty-related legal disputes through our work,” 
she said.

When she’s not spending time with fam-
ily or providing legal counsel at Shell, she 
volunteers her time at her church, with civic 
organizations, and at The University of Al-
abama, serving in leadership positions on 
boards that help raise funds for her alma 
mater. She has also honored her parents by 
establishing the Doris and Joe McCollough 
Endowed Scholarship in the College of Arts 
and Sciences.  

“It’s fantastic to be able to do that,” she 
said. “I am so thankful that I can even just 
give back a little bit because were it not for 
The University of Alabama, I couldn’t do 
what I do today. I’ll be forever thankful for 
that. I have been tremendously well blessed, 
and I want to be a blessing to other people.” 

I am so thankful that I can even just give back a 
little bit because were it not for The University of  

Alabama, I couldn’t do what I do today. 
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$100,000 and above
Mr. Robert C. Brennan Estate
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Anderson 
Ms. Joann Harrison Estate
Mrs. Irene M. Jemison Estate

$50,000 to $99,999
Mr.  and Mrs. F. Dixon Brooke                                                                                          
The Comer Foundation
Mrs. Brenda V. Harrison Estate
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Jones 
Mrs. Jean R. Tomlinson Estate
Truman Capote Charitable Trust

$25,000 to $49,999
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Abernathy 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Gregory 
Dr. and Mrs. Larry R. Kirkland 
Nick’s Kids Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Walter G. Pittman                                                                                

$10,000 to $24,999
Drs. Brenda and T. Lee Baumann                                                                                
308 Grace Street Foundation
Dr. Elizabeth and Mr. Alfonso R. Aversa III
Drs. Guy and Kimberlee A. Caldwell 
Central Carolina Community Foundation
Dr. Barbara A. Chotiner
Mrs. June N. Crowder
Dr. James M. Cummings
Mr. G. L. Galbraith
George C. Meyer Foundation
Mr. Edward E. Guy Jr.
Dr. Trudier Harris
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Havard 
Mr. Thomas J. Joiner
Levitetz Family Foundation Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Lisenby 
Ms. Pamela J. McCollough
Mr. Wayne C. McCreedy
Drs. Carol and Arthur Merkle
Dr. Edward H. O’Neil
Dr. and Mrs. Robin D. Rogers 
Schwab Charitable Fund
Mr. Charles A. Stakely
The Solaris Group LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey K. Toxey 
Dr. Susan B. Trankina                                                                               

$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. Dewey W. Camp Jr.
Coalbed Methane Association of Alabama
Coca-Cola Company
Mrs. Crystal Cooper

Dr. and Mrs. S. Edward Drummond 
Exxon Mobil Production Company
Col. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Kloess 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Olin 
Mr. and Mrs. Nick I. Perdomo
Mr. Rick Richardson
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Ms. Helen J. Steineker Estate
Mrs. Claire F. Sutowski                                                                          

$1,000 to $4,999
Dr. Bianca L. Adair
Alabama Ear, Nose, and Throat Specialists
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Joseph Alford
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Alloway 
American Bar Endowment
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Mr. William B. Anderson
Anonymous
Apache Construction Corporation
Dr. Anthony J. Arduengo III
Armbrecht Jackson LLP
Mr. Bob Armistead
Mr. Jake F. Aronov
Mrs. Sarah N. Artecona
Mr. and Mrs. Braxton W. Ashe 
Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Askew 
AT&T Foundation
Dr. J. M. Austin Jr.
Automatic Data Processing Foundation
Dr. James Haywood Baker
Ms. Emily L. Baker
Baldwin County Pulmonary 

& Sleep Physicians
Baldwin EMC
Bank of America
Mrs. Bette L. Bargeron
Dr. Carl A. Barnes
Mrs. Edith D. Barnes
Ms. Jennifer J. Barringer
Mr. Travis M. Bedsole Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Noel W. Bedwell 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Benke 
Mr. Timothy M. Bisch
Ms. Claire A. Black
Dr. Will H. Blackwell and 

Dr. Martha J. Powell 
Mr. John Blair
Mrs. Susan M. Bond
Dr. Judy Bonner
Dr. H. C. Boston Jr.
Mr. Thomas G. Bradford III
Dr. Winifred D. Bragg
Mr. James S. Brooks

The Honorable Quentin Q. Brown Jr.
Dr. Ian W. Brown and 

Mrs. Easty Lambert-Brown 
Dr. C. H. Bryan Jr.
Ms. Sarah E. Burchfield
Dr. and Mrs. Melvin L. Butler
Mr. Larry G. Canada 
Dr. Vincent A. Carnaggio
Mr. Terry Carroll
Dr. Chenbei Chang
Mr. Will T. Cheek Jr.
Mrs. Rosemarie M. Childress
Dr. W. P. Clack
Mrs. Frances R. Clement
Community Foundation 

of Greater Birmingham
Community Foundation 

of Greater Memphis
Mr. Christopher C. Connor
Mr. Julian A. Cook III
Mrs. Joy C. Cooper
Dr. Gregory W. Cotter
Dr. John R. Cranton
Mr. Sylvester Croom Jr.
Mrs. Jackie B. Crowell
Mr. Fred S. Crown Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth B. Crump
Dr. David Cruz-Uribe
Dr. Benjamin J. Cumbus
Mrs. Beverly Crawford Davis
Mr. Charles L. Day
Dr. Jerry D. Dillard
Dr. Morton B. Dimenstien
Dr. Robert M. Dimick
Mrs. Forsyth Sellers Donald
Dr. John W. Donnelly Jr.
Dr. Dan E. Douglas

Thank you, donors!
Generous alumni and friends like you help us build legends.

Leave your legacy 
and change lives
by endowing a scholarship 
today. Endowed scholarships 
support UA students in 
perpetuity, supporting 
academic excellence for 
generations to come.

For more information, contact 
Kathy Yarbrough, director of 
development, at 205-348-0696.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Drake 
Dr. William W. Dressler 

and Dr. Kathryn S. Oths 
Mrs. Jessellan L. Dunn
Mrs. Mary Sue Avery Durant
Dr. John T. Eagan Jr.
Dr. Elizabeth Ennis
Mrs. Mary Ann S. Fair
Mrs. Kathleen A. Farmer
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mrs. Louise M. Finley
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest A. Fite 
Mr. Eric B. Foker
Dr. Andre J. Fontana Sr.
Mrs. Marjorie H. Forney
Dr. William H. Forster
Mr. Gary M. Fowlie
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald S. Franklin 
Mr. Jacob M. Friedlander
Dr. H. J. Fritz Jr.
Dr. Thomas A. Gaskin III
General Electric Fund
Gloria Narramore Moody Foundation
Mrs. Sylvia K. Goldberg
Dr. and Mrs. Warren D. Goldstein 
Mr. Changrui Gong and

Mrs. Michelle Yang 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher P. Gordon 
Mr. M. M. Gorrie
Mrs. Milla Green
Mrs. Sarah M. Greenhaw
Ms. Kathy R. Grissom
Dr. Roy T. Hager
Dr. and Mrs. Gerard D. Haggstrom 
Dr. William H. Halama III
Dr. Donald E. Hall
Ms. Patricia Hatcher Hall
Dr. Lee N. Hammontree
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Hargett
Ms. Sheila Hargrave
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Harmon 
Dr. Phillip W. Harmon
Dr. Marcia Hay-McCutcheon
Dr. Joel P. Hearn
Mr. James E. Hedgspeth Jr.
Dr. Ronald Earl Henderson
Mr. Russell T. Henshaw
Mrs. Anne B. Herman
Dr. Henry G. Herrod III
Ms. Suzanne A. Herrod
Mr. Andrew N. Hey
Mrs. Ilouise P. Hill
Mrs. Sarah H. Hixon
Hobbs Foundation

Dr. John Holaday
Mr. Ralph G. Holberg III
Mr. Ralph E. Holt
Dr. Michael B. Honan and 

Dr. Roxanne R. Travelute 
The Honorable Lynn N. Hughes
Ms. Camilla Huxford
Internal Medicine Associates PA
Mr. William P. Jackson Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. David H. Jackson 
Dr. William E. Johnson III
Mrs. Jane H. Joslin
Mr. Allan Keel
Mr. James C. Kennemer
Kids Kastle Learning Center
Mr. David R. Kiger
Mr. Steven King
Mr. Kerry Kirkland
Dr. Jerry L. Kitchens
Mr. James E. Klingler
Dr. Alex Krempa
L & A Opportunities Inc.
Dr. Wade C. Lamberth Jr.
Dr. David J. Landau
Drs. Ralph and April Lane                                                                                     
Mr. Greg C. Langston
Dr. Kayron M. Laska

In Kelsei Coleman’s second semester at the Capstone, her grandmother, who raised her, realized they couldn’t afford the cost of 
three more years of school. Coleman, a political science major, was able to stay at UA after receiving two scholarships that were 
established through gifts made to the College of Arts and Sciences. Read Kelsei’s story at www.as.ua.edu/alumni/kelsei.
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Drs. Darnell and Kennon Lattal 
Dr. Keith J. Little
Mrs. Margaret G. Livingston
Mr. John A. Lockett III
Mr. E. C. Lowe Jr.
Mrs. Phyllis A. Lyday
Dr. Stephanie B. Mack
Mr. Michael Martone
Dr. Dan McCall
Dr. Chandra M. McCall
Ms. Anna H. McCarthy
Dr. Richmond C. McClintock Jr.
Dr. Russell McCutcheon
Dr. and Mrs. David B. McElroy 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. McGahey 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McMullen 
Dr. Leon V. McVay III
Mrs. Camille J. Mendle
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Clifton Merrell                                                                           
Mrs. Gina S. Miers
Mr. J. D. Mills
Mr. Timothy S. Mistovich
Dr. Ernest G. Moore Jr.
Mrs. Stella H. Moore
Ms. Connie J. Morrow
Mr. Larry C. Mullins
Dr. Rhett B. Murray
National Christian Foundation Alabama
Newfield Exploration Company
Mr. George M. Noblin
Mrs. Bonita T. Norman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. O’Brien 
Dr. Isabel B. Oldshue
One Stop Environmental
Mr. Edwin L. Parker
Mr. J. W. Pearce
Pikes Peak Community Foundation
Presser Foundation
Dr. Robert M. Pritchett
Mrs. Maren Pugh
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Pultz
Mr. Ralph B. Quarles
Mrs. Paula F. Quarles
Mr. and Mrs. Alton Randolph 
Mr. Randal Raper
Mrs. Minnie H. Rast
Regions Financial Corporation
Mr. Bruce S. Reid Jr.
Renaissance Charitable Foundation Inc.
Ms. Mary D. Reyner
Mrs. Ann E. Rhoads
Dr. Luther W. Richardson Jr.
Mr. George M. Richardson
Mrs. Terra S. Richardson
Mr. Jack B. Robbins Jr.
Mrs. Martha C. Roberts
Dr. Charles B. Rodning
Mrs. Mary O. Roebuck-Spencer
Mr. Joe B. Rowe
Ms. Dianne J. Rumanek
Mr. Mark A. Russell
Mrs. Donna C. Salem

Salon Studio Inc.
Dr. Matthew J. Satcher
Mrs. Alice H. Schleusner
Mr. Michael Schnepf
Dr. Varian C. Scott III
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Sexton
Mr. Michael D. Shanahan
Drs. Craig T. and 

Elisabeth Shepard Sheldon                                                                   
Ms. Linda L. Shumilas and 

Mr. Robert J. Shumilas                                                              
Dr. Alan M. Siegal
Mr. Jim Sledge
Dr. Bernard J. Sloan
Lt. Cdr. Edward S. Smith Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Smith 
Mrs. Wendy F. Smith
Dr. Thomas C. Smitherman
Dr. Harald Sontheimer
Dr. Charles M. Soppet

Ms. Margherita J. Soule
Mrs. Ginger W. Stallings
State of Alabama
Mrs. Molly Steed
Mrs. Leah S. Stephens
Mr. Allen R. Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Stone 
Dr. Frances J. Strong
Dr. William D. Sudduth
Mrs. Michelle P. Suess
Mrs. Jennifer G. Taylor
Dr. Lamar Thomas
Dr. Helen R. Thrasher
Mr. Ethan T. Tidmore
Dr. Henry B. Townsend
Mrs. Rae W. Trimmier
TTL Inc.
Tuscaloosa Music Club
TUSCOM
United Technologies

John Davis Diaz says scholarships are helping him acheive his dream of becoming a 
dentist. “The average dental school graduate comes out with approximately $250,000 
of debt—and that isn’t a pretty number,” Diaz said. “Being able to knock back as much 
undergrad debt as I can now has been so helpful.” Read John Davis’s story at www.
as.ua.edu/alumni/john-davis.
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Mr. David E. Van der Griff and 
Mr. Steven S. Palmer 

Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Dr. Pamela Varner
Mr. Billy Vaughn
Dr. Julie E. Vaughn
Vulcan Materials Company
Dr. George H. Wakefield III
Dr. James C. Walker Jr.
Dr. Forrest E. Waters III
Mr. and Mrs. Kevon S. Watson 
Mr. William T. Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip G. Weaver 
Mr. Bruce C. Webster
Dr. and Mrs. L. Steve Weinstein 
Dr. and Mrs. Nathan M. Wiegand
Dr. Allan S. Willensky 
Dr. Frederick W. Williams
Dr. Tammi L. Williams
Dr. Edward O. Wilson
The Rev. Hoyt Winslett Jr.                                                                               
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley B. Winslow 
Mr. Robert T. Wood
Col. and Mrs. Thomas J. Wright
Mr. Zhijian Wu 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Wymer 
Dr. Robert L. Yoder Jr.
Mrs. Suzanne S. Younger
Mr. James H. Zeanah
Dr. Alphonse J. Zieman                                                                                     

$500 to $999
Dr. David T. Allison
Mr. Russell Q. Allison
Alpha Psi Omega
Mr. Conrad Armbrecht
Dr. Joan and Mr. Jon F. Atkinson 
Dr. Martin G. Bakker
Ms. Jennifer Barringer
Dr. Maynard P. Bauleke
Dr. John E. Bennett
Mrs. Rue A. Beyer
Mr. John Blair
Ms. Donna W. Boles
BP Fabric of America Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Clair H. Brewer 
Dr. James G. Brooks Jr.
Mr. Joel R. Brouwer II
Dr. John J. Burke Jr.
Mr. Will Burke
Campbell Guin
Dr. Ibrahim Cemen
Mr. Mike Chambers
Mr. Roger M. Chapman
Chevron
Mr. Tobin K. Clark
Mrs. Paula P. Crockard
Dr. Jerry A. Davis
Dr. Sara D. Davis
Mr. Thomas P. Davis
Ms. Lucretia A. DeHaney
Mr. Bill Dement

Mr. Kevin E. Derryberry
Dr. Richard A. Diehl
DP Holdings LLC
Mrs. Larry K. Drummond
Dr. Mark S. Drummond
Mrs. Diana Duran
Edison International
Dr. Miguel F. Etayo-Cadavid
ExxonMobil
Mr. Edgar James Files
Dr. Kari A. Frederickson                                                                                      
Dr. and Mrs. Frank R. Friedman 
Mr. Tomislav Galjanic
Mr. Roy L. Gates Jr.
Dr. Lois D. George
Mr. and Mrs. J. Eric Gilliland 
Mr. David Godsey
Mr. Chris Golden
Mr. David Goodwin
Google, Inc.
Dr. Vicki and Mr. W. Stanley Gregory                                                                          
Dr. Luoheng Han and Ms. Zhao Yang 
Mr. Glenn B. Handley Jr.
Mr. Bertram Hayes-Davis
Mr. Ralph G. Hellmich
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence T. Hellums 
Lt. Col. Bill W. Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Judson D. Hooks 
Mr. Perry Hubbard Jr.
Independent Insurance Agents 

of Tuscaloosa Inc.
Mr. Robert L. Ingram Jr. 
JamisonMoneyFarmer PC
Mrs. Claudia D. Johnson
Mr. George K. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Jones 
Mrs. Mary D. Lembke
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Lichstein
Mr. Charles King 
Dr. Robert L. Lingle Jr.
Dr. Dilin Liu
Mr. Willard W. Livingston Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Lyerly 
Dr. Sherry P. Magill
Dr. Glida A. Magnani
Mrs. Dorothy S. Malaier
Mr. Charles R. Mandly Jr.
Dr. Ron Maner
Mrs. Cynthia T. Markushewski
Mr. John H. Masingill III
Mr. Walter B. Matthews Jr.
McAlister’s Corporation
Ms. Mara P. McKay
Dr. Allan D. Meyers
Drs. Michael and Milady K. Murphy 
Mr. John T. Nichols
Ms. Catherine and Mr. David A. Nielsen 
Mr. Gary E. Oliver
Mrs. Dawn Owsley
Mr. G. R. Page
Mrs. Karen A. O. Parker
Dr. James L. Pate

Mr. Robert H. Perkins Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Pieroni 
Dr. and Mrs. Albert D. Pionke 
Dr. Louis A. Pitschmann
Randall-Reilly
Dr. Terresa S. Randolph
Mr. James C. Redwine
Reese Phifer Jr. Memorial Foundation
Drs. Russell and Linda Reeves                                                                                 
Regions Financial Corporation Foundation
Dr. Frank H. Reynolds II
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Roberts 
Ms. Jennifer L. Rothfuss and Mr. Nicholas

E. Fischietto 
Dr. Craig D. Rutland
Mr. Jerry O. Rutledge
Scheidel Foundation
Mr. Robert D. Schneeflock
Dr. Diane B. Schultz
Ms. Katherine L. Scott
Mr. Thomas H. See
Mr. Charles C. Smith
Drs. Amanda and Peily Soong 
Mr. Kirk Sparkman
Mr. Terry O. Spears
Mr. Harry Spooner
State Farm Company Foundation
Dr. Mark G. Steltenpohl
Dr. Karen E. Stone
Ms. Roxanne Stone
Mr. George Swindle and 

Ms. Mary A. Ruesink 
Mr. J. Mark Tanner
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Teague 
Dr. Berry H. Tew Jr.
Mr. Cleophus Thomas Jr.
Dr. David H. Thomas
Mrs. Marly D. Thomas
Mr. Ronald M. Tisdale
Mr. Jeff Toxey
Mrs. Betty Ann H. VanNuys
Verizon Foundation
Mr. Laurence D. Vinson Jr.
Mr. Shrinand Vyas and 

Ms. Diana M. Duran
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley R. Warriner 
Mr. Tom Watson
Mr. Thomas C. Wells
Mr. Bob White
Mr. Richard Wilkerson
Mr. Ellis K. Williams
Dr. and Mrs. L. Edmond Williams 
Mrs. Lauren A. Wilson
Dr. Amir Zaheri and Dr. Eric Crumley 
Ms. Willita S. Zoellner

$250 to $499
Mr. Harvey N. Adams
Alabama Credit Union
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Mr. Robert C. Allsbrook
Dr. Scott E. Atkinson
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Bank of Tuscaloosa
Dr. Edward Barker Jr.
Dr. Joan M. Barth
Dr. Samuel T. Bartle
Dr. Bennett L. Bearden
Mrs. Irene P. Beleos
Dr. John M. Belyeu
Dr. and Mrs. Donald J. Benson 
Dr. Sarah L. Bisch
Mrs. Star K. Bloom
Mr. Carl P. Borick
Mr. David W. Boykin Jr.
Dr. Edward T. Braye Jr.
Dr. Carol and Mr. Bennett Britt 
Mr. Helman R. Brook
Dr. James E. Brown IV
Mr. Cabot Brown
Mr. George H. Brown
Dr. Sarah and Mr. James P. Caldwell 
Mrs. Patricia H. Camp
Mr. William R. Carter Jr.
Mrs. LaRue R. Carter
Dr. John D. Chandler
Charles Townsend Ford Inc.
Mr. Laurence A. Clifton
Dr. Charles Cobb
Mr. J. D. Davis
Dr. Amy E. Dayton
Dr. Samuel A. Denham
Mr. Henry C. DeVasher Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Neil R. Dietsch 
Dr. Rona J. Donahoe
Dr. Lauren E. Downs
Dr. Scott E. Atkinson DMD
Col. and Mrs. Ron D. Dupree 
Mr. Bruce H. Eads
Ms. Anne Edwards
Mrs. Deborah B. Feldser
Drs. Davis L. and Diane I. Findley                                                                            
Mr. David R. Fisher
Mr. William G. Gantt
Mr. Anthony G. George
GI Associates of West Alabama PC
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Gilbert 
Dr. James R. Glaze
Mrs. Gillian W. Goodrich
Mr. George B. Gordon
Dr. Charles A. Gross
Dr. Robert W. Halli Jr.
Dr. Michael T. Hartsfield
Mr. Charles A. Haun
Dr. and Mrs. Cody L. Henderson 
Dr. and Mrs. H. Scott Hestevold 
Mr. John B. Hicks
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Hixon 
Dr. John B. Hodo Sr.
Home Depot
Ms. Jenny J. Hudson
Dr. Kristin L. H. Hughes
Mr. Patrick P. Hughes
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence K. Hunt 
Mr. and Mrs. John Jecen 

Mr. Earl G. Johnson
Dr. James L. Jolly Jr.
Dr. Arthur A. Jones III
Dr. Kevin R. Katona
Mr. James C. Kennemer III
Dr. Lee Kindberg
Mr. and Mrs. R. Mark Kirkpatrick 
Mr. Christopher Kozak
Dr. Cameron H. Lacquement
Mr. Alva M. Lambert
Mr. William R. Lane Jr.
Mr. Richard L. LeComte
Dr. Brad R. Lieb
Dr. John E. Lochman
Loyola University New Orleans
Dr. Francine Marasco
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Mauldin 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry C. McAnnally 
Mrs. Shirley D. McCrary
Mr. Michael K. McCue
Dr. William U. McDonald Jr.
Dr. Jane C. McKinzey
Mr. Joseph H. McLure Jr.
Mr. Doug Milner
Mrs. Anne M. Moman
Mr. James M. Montgomery
Dr. Lucy T. Nowell
Mr. Carey B. Oakley and 

Mrs. Joyce E. Adcock 
Occidental Petroleum
Drs. Linda and Terry Olivet                                                                                   
Mrs. Kay H. Oshel
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Owens 
Dr. Justin A. Parden
Mr. Edward B. Parker II
Mrs. Janine Perdomo
Pi Mu Epsilon
Mrs. Sherry H. Pierce
Mr. Karl H. Pilati
Mr. Glenn Powell
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Prentice-Dunn 
Mr. John L. Prewitt
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon P. Price 
Mrs. Edith M. Rand
Dr. Lesley and Mr. Kevin R. Reid 
Dr. and Mrs. H. Mark Reynolds 
Dr. Norvin W. Richards
Mr. John W. Ross Jr.
Dr. Roger S. Rowlett
Mrs. Susan K. Rudolph
Drs. Paul and Merle M. Salter 
Dr. and Mrs. E. Roger Sayers 
Dr. John E. Scowley
Mrs. Vera D. Serrano
Mrs. Juliet C. Shrader
Mr. John P. Snead
Dr. Sandra M. Sockwell
Southern Company Services Inc.
Ms. Caroline M. Spillane
Mrs. Patricia R. Sprague
Dr. and Mrs. Warren H. Spruill 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Stanley 

Mr. Jarel P. Starling
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Story 
Dr. Thomas O. Sturkie
Mr. Michael S. Stutts
Mrs. Suzanne S. Taylor
Ms. Martha R. Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Thrasher 
Mr. Jeffrey I. Tilden
Townsend Honda
Dr. Jacqueline A. Trimble
Dr. Bobby T. Underwood
University Mall LLC
Dr. William J. Urquhart
Dr. Susan Z. Volentine
Mr. George K. Walker
Mr. Stanley P. Walters
Dr. Jimmy J. Williams
Wilson Family Foundation Inc.
Mr. Robert C. Wilson
Mr. James E. Winchester
Mr. Francis J. Wozniak
Ms. Kathy Yarbrough
Mrs. Amelia H. Yessick
Mrs. Shane G. Yokley

$100 to $249
Mrs. Unalane C. Ablondi
Dr. Joseph V. Adams
Mrs. Carol Y. Adkins
Mr. Lyle King Alexander                                                                                       
Mr. Paul W. Alford
Mr. Dennis Allen
Mrs. Emily E. Allison
Mr. Aaron Altmann
Alton B. Sturtevant Family Foundation
Mr. James A. Anderson II
Dr. P. J. Anderson Jr.
Ms. Betty Jean P. Anderson
Mrs. Shelley A. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy L. Aplin 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith B. Arendall 
Drs. Warren and Anne H. Arrasmith 
Mr. Jackson A. Ashton
Mr. James C. Askew Jr.
Mr. Frank G. Atkins and Ms. Angela Fabrizi 
Ms. Stevana Ausban
Mr. Edward C. Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Antoine H. Ayoub 
Mr. Charles P. Bagby
Ms. Barbara J. Bailey
Dr. and Mrs. Trevor Bain 
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Baker 
Balch & Bingham LLP
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Baldwin 
Mr. John L. Ballard
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Bankston 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Barnes
Mr. Randall L. Barton
Mr. Kenneth C. Baumhoff
Baumhower’s Wings U LLC
Mr. Hillyard J. Beans III
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Bedsole 
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Mrs. Jo Ann W. Beduerftig
Dr. John E. Bentley
Mrs. Paula C. Berry
Mrs. Martha C. Black
Mr. Joseph Blanco
Mrs. Debra W. Bliss
Dr. Donna M. Bohn
Dr. Cynthia A. Bonner
Mrs. Patsy Bouloukos
Dr. and Mrs. David H. Boyd 
BP Foundation, Inc.
Brasfield & Gorrie LLC
Mr. J. E. Braswell
Mrs. Alicia G. Bridgeman Smith
Mr. Alexander K. Brietzke
Mrs. Faye S. Brockmiller
Mr. Arthur L. Brooke III
Ms. Patricia E. Brooks
Mr. Bascom M. Brooms
Mr. Albert M. Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Brown 
Mrs. Joan M. Brown

Mr. John A. Bryant
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Buckley 
Ms. Renee M. Burk
Mr. E. D. Burwell III
Mr. Albert D. Byrd
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Byrd 
Mr. Charles L. Cansler
Mrs. Martha T. Carlson
Carrington Place
Mr. William A. Carter
Dr. Louise and Mr. Stephen Cary 
Ms. Martha A. Chapman
CJ Morrow Carraway Baker Law LLC
Mrs. Jennifer H. Clark
Dr. Karen Clements-Crunk
Mrs. Sherry H. Coats
Mrs. Anne J. Cody
Dr. Mark P. Cohen
Mrs. Jessica C. Comas
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart C. Compere 
Dr. Kristi D. Concannon
Mrs. Anne S. Conkin

Mrs. Susan A. Corleto
Mrs. Deborah B. Cornelius
Mr. David L. Costner
Mr. James W. Cowan Jr.
Dr. Ronald L. Cox
Ms. Jessica Crawford
Mr. M. D. Cruce
Dr. William A. Curry
Mr. William W. DaLee Jr.
Ms. Becky W. Danford
Mrs. Alice S. Davis
Mrs. Alpha B. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Carley V. Davis 
Mr. Kenneth D. Davis
Mrs. Regina W. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Richard B. Deal 
Dr. and Mrs. Jason A. DeCaro 
Dr. Arnold W. Deloach
Mr. John M. Denney
Dr. Michael T. D’Errico
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory G. Dobbins 
Dr. Stephen A. Doblin
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Donohue 
Dr. Ray M. Dowe Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Downey 
Mrs. Margie W. Drane
Mr. Dennis M. Drew
Ms. Shirley J. duPont
Dr. Zachary J. Dureau
Dr. Dennis C. Earl
Dr. Charles M. Edwards Jr.
Mr. Michael L. Edwards
Mr. Philipp A. Ehrman
Mr. William L. Ellison Jr.
Mr. Timothy Ellsworth
Major and Mrs. Brand L. Elverston 
Mr. Jerry D. Ernsberger Jr.
Mr. Dallas W. Fanning
Dr. John W. Farrior Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. R. Wyatt Feagin 
Dr. Maureen H. Feuston
Ms. Laura B. Fikes
Dr. Benjamin H. Fishkin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Flanigan 
Ms. Jennie K. Flowers
Mrs. Pamela B. Floyd
Dr. Shannon R. Flynt
Dr. Milton J. Foley
Dr. Johnny K. Folmar
Mr. Scott Fort
Dr. Gary M. Fowler
Mr. Hubert R. Fowler
Dr. Milton Frank III
Mr. David C. Fratarcangelo
Ms. Brandi A. Freeman
Dr. Virginia and  Mr. Michael Frings                                                                          
Gadsden Pediatric Clinic PA
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Gannon 
Drs. Diana and James F. Gardiner 
Dr. Karen H. Gardiner
Mr. Asa Gaston
Dr. Eve B. Geis

Scholarship recipient Hudson Kelley’s dream is to work in humanitarian aid. “I don’t 
want to work for a salary,” Kelley said. “I want to work to change something.” 
Read Hudson’s story at www.as.ua.edu/alumni/hudson.
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Ms. Sylvia L. Gilmore
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Ginsburg 
Mr. Robert M. Girardeau
Dr. Margaret R. Gladney
Glory Bound Gyro Co.
Mrs. Jolynn A. Goertz
Gold Jewelry & Diamond
Mr. Dawson Goodwin
Mr. Dennis C. Gould
Dr. and Mrs. Larry W. Grant 
Mrs. Jacqueline D. Graves
Mr. James C. Gray III
Mr. Andrew W. Green
Dr. Larry S. Green
Ms. Margaret K. Greer
Mrs. Laura K. Gregory
Dr. Ross D. Grimes
Dr. Margaret and Mr. Gene B. Guarisco 
Dr. Steffen Guenzel
Mr. Larry R. Guerine
Mrs. Dorothy Hains
Mr. Randolph D. Hansen
Mr. C. F. Hardwick III
Mr. Sidney J. Hardy
Mr. Donald R. Harris Jr.
Mr. Clifford J. Hataway Sr.
Mr. Charles T. Hatfield
Mr. Edwin A. Hawley
Ms. Elizabeth L. Hayes
Mrs. Betty G. Haynie
Dr. Cooper G. Hazelrig
Dr. Susan B. Helt
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Gerry Henderson                                                                          
Mr. Kenneth B. Hennessy
Dr. Mary J. Herden
Mrs. Katherine E. Hershman
Mrs. Monterey K. Hiett
Mr. William I. Hill II
Mr. James T. Hill
Mr. Wayne Hilley
Mr. John L. Hilson
Mr. W. C. Hines Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Hisey 
Dr. Linda W. Hobson
Mrs. Elaine S. Holberg
Mrs. Elnor Y. Holcombe
Dr. Mary E. Hollaway
Mrs. Tonja M. Hollaway
Mr. Hillman J. Holley
Dr. Nanda A. Hopenwasser
Mr. Robert E. Howe
Mr. Frank L. Hrabe
Mr. Fengming Hu and Mrs. Duoqun Sun 
Drs. Guy and Patricia A. Hubbs 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Hudson 
Mr. and Mrs. Arley Hughes Jr.                                                                                
Mrs. Manda W. Humber
Mrs. Carol S. Hunn
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Hunnicutt 
Mr. W. L. Hutchison
Mr. Terry C. Hyche
IBM Corporation

Mr. Joseph J. Ierardi
Mrs. Elizabeth D. Irwin
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Jack 
Mr. Austin Z. Jackson
Drs. Donald and Patricia Jackson                                                                              
Dr. Gregory Jay
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon E. Jeames 
Dr. Judith A. Jeevarajan
Mr. Bradley J. Johnson Jr.
Ms. Ellen P. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Johnson 
Dr. Robyn D. Johnson
Mrs. Dee Ann Johnston
Ms. Anita D. Jones
Ms. Celia D. Jones
Mr. G. E. Journey Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin M. Julich 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Kahlmus
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence I. Kahn 
Dr. Francesca Kazan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Kendall 
Dr. R. M. Kendrick Sr.
Mrs. Yvonne C. Kendrick
Dr. Bruce M. Key
Mrs. Stephanie King Taylor
Dr. Margaret I. King
Mrs. Sara King
Mr. Jonathan L. Kirby
Dr. David L. Klemmack
Dr. Henry F. Knight
Dr. Stephanie M. Kondy
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Koslin 
Mr. John H. Kresek
Mr. Don Krupp
Dr. Christopher E. Laird
Mr. James P. Lamb and 

Ms. Kathryn Wallace 
Lambda Sigma
Dr. Beatrice C. Lampkin
Dr. George Lankford
Mr. Jerome H. Lapidus
Mrs. Barbara J. Laurendine
Mr. Robin G. Laurie
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lawrence 
Linda Dobbins Dance
Mr. Nelson L. Lee
Leigh Automotive
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Lemley 
Mrs. Eleanor S. Lienau
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lindamood 
Mr. John A. Lindley
Mr. William D. Little III
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Little
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Loftin 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul K. Looney 
Dr. Porcia B. Love
Mr. Timothy R. Lovelady
Ms. Betsy S. Loyless
Dr. Robert K. Lusteck
Mrs. Judith L. Mabry
Ms. Teddi R. Mackelden
MacLean-Fogg

Mr. and Mrs. Blake A. Madison 
Ms. Gail P. Mallard
Dr. Ernest A. Mancini
Mr. Jeffrey M. Manget
Mr. Michael E. Manos
Mr. Mark Manz and 

Mrs. Cynthia A. Kershner 
Mr. Ryan C. Marks
Ms. Dorothy J. Martin
Ms. Lisa M. Martin
Dr. Patricia Y. Martin
Mrs. Marjorie C. Masterson
Mr. Stanley S. Mate
Dr. Jon A. Mather
Mrs. Janet H. Mathison
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Maughan 
Mr. David L. McAlister
Mr. H. W. McAtee
Mr. Victor E. McClellan
Mrs. Teresa E. McCoy
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald J. McCrary 
Dr. Yancy B. McDougal
Dr. Tricia A. McElroy
Mr. Leroy McEntire and 

Dr. Vivian G. Hamlett 
Mr. E. M. McGowin III
Mr. Timothy K. McKelvy
Mr. Steven G. McKinney
Dr. Max V. McLaughlin
Ms. Lisa S. McLeod
Mr. Charles O. McMurry
Ms. Deirdre McNamer
Mr. Harvey D. Medearis IV
Dr. Autry G. Megginson
Mrs. Sharmon E. Meigs
Mrs. Sybil S. Merig
Mr. Jim P. Merrell
Dr. Jerald Milanich
Mr. John Milano Jr.
Mr. David L. Miller
Mr. David T. Miller
Dr. Karen H. Miller
Mrs. Mary Jo J. Miller
Mrs. Barbara J. Mitchell
Mr. Ellis G. Mitchell
Mr. Gerald Mitchell
Dr. Joan P. Mitchell
Mrs. Carolyn W. Mize
Mr. William C. Mize
Mrs. Sally B. Moore
Mr. David W. Morgan
Dr. Joseph R. Morris
Mrs. Marjorie H. Morris
Dr. Thomas J. Mulhern
Ms. April Mullins
Mrs. Rebecca W. Mummert-Swartz
Mr. Charles H. Munoz
Dr. Mary Napier-Littrell
Mrs. Louise M. Nelson
Dr. Mark D. Nelson
Ms. Sandra R. Nelson
Ms. Elizabeth A. Netemeyer
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Mr. and Mrs. E. Haskell Nevin 
Mrs. Nancy J. Ng
Mrs. Leah C. Nielsen
Mrs. Charlotte H. Nix
Dr. Donald R. Noble Jr.
Mrs. Patricia J. Noble
Mr. Robert H. Norman Jr.
Mrs. Sharyn S. Nunn
Col. John E. O’Connor Jr.
Mr. Ryan P. Odom
Mr. Brian B. O’Keefe
Ms. Natalie O’Keefe
Mr. John T. Oliver Jr.                                                                                        
Mrs. Mary H. Oliver
Mrs. Carroll D. O’Neal
Mrs. Kathryn I. O’Rear
Mrs. Dorothy P. Osborne
Mrs. Sharon R. Osburn
Dr. Mary P. Owen
Mrs. Susan H. Paller
Mrs. Rachel K. Parris
Mr. Christopher S. Paslawski
Mr. Felix A. Patrick
Mrs. Barbara H. Patton
Dr. John S. Patton
Dr. John C. Pegues
Mr. John L. Perry
Mrs. Marian M. Pfeiffer
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy B. Phillips 
Dr. Stephen A. Phillips
Dr. and Mrs. Michael D. Picone 
Ms. Amanda B. Pierce
Mr. and Mrs. Lee E. Pike 
Dr. William E. Pine Jr.
Mr. Dennis Pompa
Ms. Janet M. Powers
Mr. Tracy D. Prentice
Mr. William B. Price
Ms. Martha Pritchett
Procter & Gamble Company
Mr. Daniel Proctor
Mrs. Caryn B. Pruet
Drs. Derek and Stephanie P. Purcell 
Mr. Walter M. Quick
Mr. James F. Quinn
Dr. Francis A. Ragan Jr.
Dr. Yolanda R. Rambin
Dr. Robert R. Ramoska
Mrs. Anita K. Reed
Mr. Gene Renfroe
Mr. R. A. Reynolds
Mrs. Marlynn N. Rhyne
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley S. Rice 
Mrs. Sherida A. Rice
The Honorable F. T. Riley
Dr. Diane K. Roberts
Mr. Brad Robinson
Dr. Ronald V. P. Rodgers
Mr. James W. Roemer
Dr. Christopher M. Roman and 

Dr. Nicole L. Willey 
Mrs. Helen M. Roose

Mrs. Christine M. Rue
Dr. Catherine M. Rumble
Mr. Cayce Rumsey
Mr. J. E. Saliba
Dr. Michael Saliba
Dr. Gordon E. Saul Jr.
Mrs. Elora M. Sayre
Dr. John R. Scales
Schibani Law Associates LLC
Mr. Theodore M. Schmitz
Mrs. Jewell W. Schumacher
Mrs. Cynthia P. Seale
Ms. April Sells
The Honorable James M. Simon Jr.
Dr. Marie B. Sinclair
Ms. Elizabeth L. Skipper
Skye Rouge Group Inc.
Dr. Charles E. Smith Jr.
Mr. Ralph B. Smith Jr.
Mrs. Ann S. Smith
Mr. Bryan S. Smith
Mr. Connor S. Smith
Mr. Ernest W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Smith 
Mrs. Margaret A. Smith
Dr. Marvin T. Smith
Snow Sleep Center PC
Mr. Farley M. Snow
Mr. Stephen L. Speed
Mr. Clifford M. Spencer Jr.
Dr. L. D. Stacy
Dr. William P. Stallworth, M.D.
Mrs. Kathryn O. Starbuck
Mr. Charles H. Starling
Mrs. Sarah T. Steenberge
Mrs. Mary P. Stefanu
Mr. Arthur M. Stephens
Ms. Lauranne C. Stephens
Mrs. Marilyn M. Stephens
Mr. Robert S. Stephens
Mr. James T. Stinson
Dr. Perry L. Swann
Mrs. Marilyn M. Tamplin
Dr. Ralph M. Tanner
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. Taylor 
Ms. Alice L. Taylor
Dr. George W. Taylor
Dr. Heather M. Taylor
Drs. Samuel and Ouida O. Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Teal 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thigpen 
Mrs. Angela M. Thomas
Dr. Kevin L. Thomas
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Thomson
The Rev. Daniel I. Thornton
Mrs. Karen L. Thornton
Mr. Eric Tidmore
Mr. M. C. Tindol
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Tucker 
Mr. Charles J. Turner
Tuscaloosa Medcenter North PC
Tuscaloosa Medcenter South PC

Mrs. Lisa R. Underwood
USAA Matching Gift Fund-San Antonio
Mrs. Melanie F. Varnell
Mr. Louise P. Videau
Mr. Andrew J. Vinson
Dr. K. Gayle Vogel
Ms. Amanda L. Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Robert Wahl                                                                              
Dr. Gerald W. Waldrop
Mr. David H. Ward
Mrs. Pam B. Ward
Ms. Peggy Ward
Mr. Gregory A. Waselkov
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Washburn 
Mr. John C. Watkins V
Dr. Carroll L. Watson Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. B. Michael Watson 
Dr. Signe O. Wegener
Dr. Elizabeth and Mr. John Weinacker 
Mrs. Cynthia L. Weldon
Mrs. Ethel B. West
Mr. Donald R. Westmoreland
Mrs. Rebecca K. Wetzel
Dr. Margaret S. Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Whetstone 
Dr. Noah B. Whetstone
Mr. Kevin J. White
Mr. William M. White
Ms. Leslie M. Whitlock
Mr. Gregory M. Whitmore
Dr. Carl F. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Williams 
Dr. James R. Williams
Mr. Jeffry C. Williams
Mr. Stantley B. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. John Wills 
Dr. Robert K. Wilson Jr.
Mr. Jimmy D. and Sue B. Wilson                                                                                
Mr. John M. Wingard
Dr. Peter W. Winslett
Mr. Guy H. Wolf II
Dr. George H. Wolfe
Mrs. Betty D. Womack
Dr. Robert M. Wood
Mr. James A. Woods
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Wooldridge 
Mr. Jonathan P. Worrell
Dr. John C. Yarbrough
Dr. Wayne Yarbrough
Mrs. Cori Yonge
Mr. James W. Zeigler
Mr. Lee H. Zell

The preceeding list of alumni and friends 
made gifts of $100 or more to College of Arts 
and Sciences scholarships and other funds 
supporting Arts and Sciences students, 
faculty, departments, and programs. Gifts 
were made between June 1, 2015 and May 
31, 2016. For a complete list of donors, visit 
www.as.ua.edu/alumni/honor-roll.
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[ ALUMNI NEWS ]

1950s
Dr. Michael B.A. Oldstone (Class 
of ’54, biology) presented a lecture 
at UA on the Zika virus. Oldstone, a 
UA visiting professor since 2009, is a 
National Academy of Sciences member 
and a professor and head of the viral-
immunobiology laboratory at the Scripps 
Research Institute in La Jolla, California.

Dale Kennington (Class of ’56, art history 
and design) exhibited a selection of her 
paintings at The University of Alabama 
Gallery in downtown Tuscaloosa during 
February and March. Kennington, a 
contemporary realist, returned to UA for 
the exhibit’s opening.

Class Notes

Dale Kennington (‘56), University Gallery, February 2016
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1960s
Mary Jane Pickens Skinner (Class of ’63, 
MA, history) gifted a piano in memory of 
Lista Eddins, a piano and vocal instructor 
at UA, to the School of Music. The piano 
is a 1905 Mehlin grand. Mary lives in 
Daphne with her husband, Donald (Class 
of ’57, chemistry).

Carroll Watson (Class of ’65, geography) 
was elected president of the Alabama 
Chapter of the Appraisal Institute for 
2016. She was appointed to the Alabama 
Real Estate Appraisers Board last year.

1970s
Gary Blume (Class of ’74, biology) 
received the Roderick Beddow Lifetime 
Award from the Alabama Criminal 
Defense Lawyers Association for lifetime 
achievement in the field of criminal 
defense. He continues to practice law in 
Northport, Alabama, with his wife, Nettie 
Cohen Blume.

Robert Abernathy (Class of ‘76. 
chemistry) presented the 2015 Helen 
Crow Mills (‘59) and John Carroll 
Mills (‘55) Lecture on campus. Robert 
is chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer of Halyard Health Inc.

Debra Bowling (Class of ’77, MS, criminal 
justice) received the 2015 Georgia Author 
of the Year Award for first novels for her 
book The Memory of Flight. The award is 
given annually by the Georgia Writers 
Association.

Donald McCants (Class of ’76, history) 
is actively involved in singing with the 
Over the Mountain Festival Choir and 
continues to make good use of the choral 
musical skills he learned as a member of 
The University of Alabama Choral Union.

1980s
Dr. Winifred Bragg (Class of ’80, 
microbiology) released a new book, 
KnockOutPain Secrets to Maintain a 
Healthy Back.

Alumni
we want to hear from you! 
Please send information about new jobs, promotions, retirements, 
honors, achievements, and major life events for the Class Notes section. 
Mail entries to The University of Alabama, College Relations, Box 870268, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487 or email entries to courtney.a.corbridge@ua.edu.

Kimberly Denham-Huddleston 
(Class of ’81, psychology), an alumni 
Crimsonette, retired from Honda in 2014. 
Her daughter, Erica, graduated cum 
laude from Jacksonville State University 
and recently got married. Erica won Miss 
Congeniality at the 2013 Miss Alabama 
United States pageant as Miss Etowah 
County. Kimberly lives in Glencoe with 
her husband, Tommy. 

F. Shelton Waldrep Jr. (Class of ‘82, 
English, class of ‘87 MFA, creative writing) 
published his book Future Nostalgia: 
Performing David Bowie. It was favorably 
reviewed by the Los Angeles Review of 
Books and others.   

1990s
Robert Owen Riggs Jr. (Class of ’93, 
history) is the chief of staff for Hawaii 
State Senator Mike Gabbard. He lives in 
Oahu, Hawaii, with his wife, Ali, and their 
three daughters.

2000s
Gregory Powell (Class of ’04, MFA, 
creative writing) wrote a new play, Ruby’s 
Harmonicas and Pianos, Incorporated. A 
stage reading of the play was held at the 
Theatre Downtown in Birmingham in 
April. This is the first of a cycle of seven 
plays he is writing that address voting 
rights, civil rights, unions, religious 
lethargy, and reconciliation in the 20th 
century. He just started writing the 
fourth, Fire in My Bones, which addresses 
the genesis of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee. His first 

collection of poetry was also published 
in April.

Dr. Angela Jill Cooley (Class of ’05/’11, 
MA/PhD, history) is a finalist for the 
Scholarship and Reference Award, given 
by the James Beard Foundation, for 
her book To Live and Dine in Dixie: The 
Evolution of Urban Food Culture in the Jim 
Crow South, published by the University 
of Georgia Press in 2015.

2010s
Dr. Ismenia Sales de Souza (Class of ’07, 
PhD, Spanish) is an associate professor 
of Spanish and Portuguese and director 
of research at the United States Air Force 
Academy. She is the recipient of several 
awards including the Air Force Academy 
Outstanding Academy Educator Award, 
the Robert F. McDermott Award for 
Research Excellence, Civilian of the 
Quarter, and others.

Leinda Royals (Class of ’11, biology) is 
the owner and editor of DA-SH Magazine, 
a Christian lifestyle magazine that 
publishes testimonies and true stories.

Carley Fernandez (Class of ’13, political 
science), Ryan Jones (Class of ’14, 
biology), and Margaret Holland (Class 
of ’15, psychology) were selected as 
National Science Foundation Graduate 
Research Fellows. They were among 
2,000 fellows selected from nearly 
17,000 applicants. Fellowships include 
a three-year annual stipend of $34,000 
along with a $12,000 cost-of-education 
allowance for the pursuit of research-
based master’s or doctoral degrees.
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[ LOOKING BACK ]

Remembering Harper Lee

IN THE WAKE OF ROSA PARKS’ FAMOUS BUS RIDE and the 
landmark Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education, young 
Harper Lee wrote the first iteration of To Kill a Mockingbird—an un-
forgettable story of racial injustice loosely based on Lee’s Alabama 
hometown and the 1930s Scottsboro rape trials. 

Though the events of Mockingbird preceded the Civil Rights 
Movement by 30 years, readers and critics alike saw the parallels to 
their current social climate, and they loved it. Overnight it became 
a public and critical success, winning the Pulitzer Prize, ranking in 
best-seller lists, and eventually earning Lee the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom. 

Though Lee never graduated from UA officially, the former law 
student (1945–1949) and Rammer Jammer editor received an honor-
ary doctorate from the College of Arts and Sciences in 1990 because 
of the great impact of Mockingbird.

It was her greatest work—and for 55 years it was her only pub-
lished novel. Fans didn’t expect to hear from Lee again, so when she 
released Go Set a Watchman in 2015, just seven months before she 
died, they panicked.

“There was this tremendous anxiety that Watchman wouldn’t be 
as good as Mockingbird and that it would tarnish Harper Lee’s liter-
ary reputation,” said Dr. Andy Crank, an assistant professor in the 
Department of English.

Some speculated that Lee had been manipulated into publishing 
Watchman. Others suspected that in her old age she was no longer 
in control of her assets. Crank hypothesizes it is just as possible that 
Lee—who had spoken out in one of the nation’s most critical mo-
ments through Mockingbird—was speaking out again to say that, in 
the pursuit of civil justice, the nation had a long way to go. Crank de-
tails his argument in “Unkillable Mockingbird,” recently published 
in the Los Angeles Review of Books.

To prove his point, Crank turned to the age-old character Atticus 
Finch. In Mockingbird, Finch is the quintessential champion for civil 
rights and justice as he defends Tom Robinson, a black man falsely 
accused of raping a white woman, in court. For decades, Finch was 
the poster child, Crank argues, for what white America saw itself be-
coming, a nation moving from racism to equality. Attitus was what 
Crank calls the white savior or the superman. 

However, in Watchman, Finch falls off of his pedestal. Instead 
of standing strong in the defense of justice and human rights, he 

champions segregation and crushes the childhood hero his daughter 
Jean Louise “Scout”—and contemporary readers alike—envisioned 
him to be.  

“For a large part of her life, Lee probably saw Watchman as just a 
first draft of Mockingbird,” Crank said. “But in 2014 and 2015, an era 
of social movements like Black Lives Matter and I Can’t Breathe—an 
era when black teens are senselessly shot in the street—Watchman 
suddenly became important again.

“It was the right historical moment to show America that our 
post-racial fantasy was bankrupt.”

Crank suggests that the release of Go Set a Watchman was Lee’s 
way of telling the world that we have not evolved past prejudice and 
racism. The novel is an invitation to go back and re-read Mocking-
bird and see that its message still has relevance today.

For local alumna and teacher Billy Jo Kennedy, who teaches En-
glish at Central High School, Mockingbird’s social relevance to her 
students is one of the reasons she enjoys teaching it year after year. 

“Even though Tom Robinson is an older character, he still dealt 
with some of the same issues—like profiling and injustice—my stu-
dents experience or see in our society today,” Kennedy said.

In fact, in 2012, after 17-year-old Trayvon Martin was shot in 
Sanford, Florida, Kennedy used Mockingbird to talk to her stu-
dents, who are predominantly African-American, about the cur-
rent social climate. 

Although Kennedy and Crank acknowledge that Mockingbird 
isn’t just about race—noting that it captures the essence of child-
hood and relationships equally poignantly—the racial component is 
perhaps what Lee is most famous for. 

It is her legacy—a legacy, Crank says, she purposefully chose to 
revisit just a year before her death. 

As Crank wrote, “The most fitting result of all the controver-
sy over Watchman is that Harper Lee is back where she belongs, 
prompting a painful but needed national conversation.” ■

Have a memory that you’d like to submit? Mail entries to The 
University of Alabama, College Relations, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35487 or email entries to courtney.a.corbridge@ua.edu. U
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Thank you for supporting the Collegiate Fund!

The Collegiate Fund invests in quality education—and the returns are great. The 
fund provides enriching components to a liberal arts education that state funds 
just don’t cover, such as

• Enriching student programs, expanding horizons and leadership opportunities
• Faculty support, enabling faculty to apply new teaching methods and 

technologies to their classes
• Value-added College activities that maximize contributions and increase 

scholarship support
• Much needed annual scholarships to reward deserving students when all other 

sources of scholarship assistance are exhausted
• A lasting source for student scholarships through the Collegiate Fund’s annual 

contribution to the Collegiate Fund Scholarship Endowment, maximizing the 
impact of every contribution and ensuring a perpetual source for scholarships

It’s easy to give to the Collegiate Fund.

Give online at www.as.ua.edu, by calling 1-800-365-2302, or by mailing a check to 
Office of the Dean, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0268.

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express credit cards are also accepted.

Contributions to the Collegiate Fund are tax deductible as provided by law.

ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR YOUR EDUCATION 
AND WANT TO HELP US BUILD LEGENDS?

SUPPORT THE COLLEGIATE FUND.

Your generous gift will help:

• Provide scholarships to students in need
• Enrich student programs
• Support faculty teaching and research

More than that, your gift will touch the lives of students 
and serve as a tribute to you, your generosity, and your 
loyalty to The University of Alabama.

Make your gift today at as.ua.edu/give-to-the-college
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The Frank Moody Music Building, which houses The University of Alabama School of Music and one of its premier ensembles, the Million Dol-
lar Band, was renovated over the summer. The renovation added 25,000 square feet for two new band halls, locker-room space, and practice 
rooms to support the growth of the music program. Below, appearing from left to right, Dr. Ken Ozzello, Dean Robert Olin, President Stuart 
Bell, Barbara Stone (‘70), Ann Jones (‘62), Charles “Skip” Snead, and Pam McCollough (‘79) cut the ribbon at the wing’s opening reception.  
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